
to thwart this bid by a section of the 
blanket manufacturers to seek profitable 
outlets for their products ; and 

(c) who are the members of this syndi-
cate who have devised such means of cheat-
ing the Government and Defence personnel ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI K.P. 
SINGH DEO): (a) Yes, Sir. We have, 
however, no informati()n to substantiate the 
reported formation or operation of an infor-
malo;yndicate for supplying sub-standard 
blankets to the Defence Department, as 
mentioned in the news item referred to. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise in view of the 
answer given to part (a) of the Question. 

Pak·Baogladcsb Fresh Bid for Defence 
Pact 

3448. SHRI SANAT KUMAR MAN-
DAL: \Vitl the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether Pakistan has reportedly 
made a fresh bjd for a defence pact with 
Bangladesh ; 

(b) jf so, whether Government have 
studied its impact on India's security and 
sovereignty; and 

Cc) the steps being !aken to meet this 
new threat posed by the re,,';val of the Pak-
BangJa defence pact plan ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTR Y OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
K.P. SINGH DEO) : (a) to (c). 
While there have been some press 
reports, Government have no confirmed 
information on the subject. 

Government maintain a wa~ch on all 
developments likely to affect Indiats security 
interests and take all necessary steps to 
lafeguard them. 
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