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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION AND 
CULTURE AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
(SHRI P.K. THUNGON): (a) to (d). 
Through newspaper reports and representa-
tions received, the Government are aware 
that there is a widespread piracy of books, 
sound recordings and films in the country 
and its harmful consequences in regard to 
authors. pubJishers and the Government. 
Piracy has become a global problem due to 
the rapid advance of technology and is 
particularly acute in respect of sound and 
video cassettes. Under the provisions of 
Indian Copyright Act, 1957. copyright is a 
proprietar) right and it is for the owner.) 
of copyright to institute civil or criminal 
proceedings in the appropriate court of 
law for enforcing their rights. As piracy 
involves unauthorised reproduction of the 
works protected by copyright, and is a 
clandestine activity, an assessment cannot 
be made of th~ loss of rCVCI1UI! to Govern-
ment. In so far as the question of action 
by Government is concerned, the problem 
is being studied in its various aspects in 
consultation with the concerned Govern-
ment departments from the standpoint of 
legislative and enforcement measures nece-
ssary for combating piracy. 
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