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who now spend hours in collecting firewood
and water can be helped by simple techno-
logies. Another study, being undertaken
in collaboration with a major international
women’s organisation, is to assess the effec-
tiveness of the organisation’s approach to
providing tube wells to villages in India.

(b) The Women and Development Pro-
gramme was set up towards the end of 1980
as a unit within the Secretariat to assist

" countries in the Commonwealth in iheir
efforts to improve the position of women.

(c) The functions of the Women and
Development Programme of the Secretariat
is to help women increase their own ability
to respond to their nceds and advance their
interests, including their capacity to influ-
ence official policy and decision-making
within their countries. An Important aim
has been to create and strengthen national
women’s bureaux which can be 1esource for
both women and Governments.

The activities of the Women and Develop-
ment Programme Unit of the Secretariat
have been broadly summarised in part (a)
above.
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Reduction in off-take of Wagons by
Railways from Wagon Industry

4953. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the Railways
have taken a decision to reduce their off-

take of wagons from the wagon industry
during 1984-85 ;

(b) whether it would adversely affect the
wagon industry which has been troubled
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with persistently low capacity utilisation for
some years ; and i

(c) if so, the reasons for the afore-said
decision ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI C.K.
JAFFER SHARIEF) : (a) No, Sir. The
off-take of wagons is consistent yith the
funds outlay.

(b) The off-take of wagons during the
4th and 5th Five Year Plan periods was
around 11000 wagons in terms of four
wheelers per annum.. _The target for 1984-
85 would be much thigher than this figure.
Thus, there has been a significant improve-
ment in the capacity utilisation of wagon
industry.

(c) Does not arise.

‘Introduction of Mechanisation at Cochin
Port

4954. PROF. P.J. KURIEN : Will the
Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT

be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is a proposal to intro
duce mechanisation at Cochin Port ; and

(b) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT (SHRI Z.R. ANSARI) : (a) and (b).
There is no proposal aimed at achieving total
mechanisation for the handling of general
cargo at the port. However, under the
Integrated Development Project, a mecha-
nical unloader is to be erected at the ferti-
liser berth by the FACT for handling their
fertiliser raw-materials in bulk. Further,
two tyre mounted transfer cranes and two
forklift trucks are proposed to be procured
for handling of containers at the stack yard
to provide facilities for handling of con-
tainers.

Proposal of West Bengal Government to
extend Bus Service apto Tripura via
Bangladesh

4955. SHRI AJOY BISWAS : Will the
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‘Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT
be pleased to state : 3

(a) -whether West Bengal Government
made any proposal to extend bus service up-
to Tripura via Bangladesh considering the
present lack of communication of Tripura
with the rest of the country ;

(b) whether West Bengal Government
had requested the Central Government to
take up the issue with the Bangladesh
Government so that the scheme could be
introduced ;

(c) whether Central Government have
started any negotiation with the Bangladesh
Government in this respect ;

(d) if so, what is the progress gf the dis-
cussion ; and

(e) if not, the-reasous thereof 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANS-

PORT (SHRI Z.R. ANSARI) : (a)and
(b). No, Sir.
(c)to (e). In the absence of any formal

Motor Vehicle Commercial Traffic Agree-
ment with Bangladesh, there is no passenger
road-traffic between the two countries. How-
ever, the Indo-Bangladesh Joint Economic
Commission is working out details of an
agreement which inter-alia includes identi-
fication of routes for operation of passenger
traffic between the two countries,

Railway accidents due to sabotage

4956. SHRI BHERAVADAN K.

GADHAVI : Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state : .

(a) how many cases of Sabotage in Rail-
ways have resulted into derailment of goods
and passenger trains for the last one year ;

(b) how many people died and how
many injured because of these accidents ;

(c)” how much compensation was paid to
the injured and the families of the deceased ;
and —





