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who now spend bours in collecting firewood 
and water can be helped by simple techno-
loaies. Another study I being undertaken 
in coltaboration with a major international 
women's organisation, is to assess the effec-
tiveness of the organisation's approach to 
providing tube wells to villages in India. . 

(b) The Women and Development Pro-
aramme was set up towards the end of 1980 
as a unit within the Secretariat to assist 

. countries in tbe Commonwealth in their 
efforts to improve the position of wome!). 

. (c) The functions of the Women and 
Development Programme of the Secretariat 
is to help women increase their own ability 
to respond to their needs and advance their 
interests, including their capacity to influ-
ence official policy and decision-making 
wit bin tbeir countries. An !mportant aim 
bas been to create and strengthen national 
women's bureaux which can be resource for 
both women and Governments. 

The activities of the Women and Develop-
ment Programme Unit of the Secretariat 
have been broadly summari!led in part (a) 
above. 
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Reduction in off-take of Wagons by 
Railways from Wagon Industry 

4953. SHRI MADHA VRAO SCINDIA : 
WiJl the Minister of RAIL WA YS be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Railways 
have taken a decision to reduce their off-
take of wagons from the wagon industry 
during 1984-85 ; 

(b) whether it would adversely affect the 
waaon industry which bas been troubled 




