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VI'ridh Bbaratl Commercial Stfltlon for 
Vlsakbapatnam 

4598. SHRI K.A. SWAMI Will 
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROA DCASTING be pleased to state : 

(a) the reasons why Vividh Bharati 
commmercial station was not sanctioned 
for AIR Visakhapatnam ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that small 
nnd less important places were given 
priority-over Visakhapatnam in installing 
low. power T.V., Vividh Bharati and 
P.I.B. office; and 

(C) whether his Ministry has any 
guide-lines in this regards? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND IN THE .DE-
PARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS (SHRI MILlIKARJUN) : (a) 
With the introduction of commercials on 
the primary channel, the entire network 
of primury channd carries commercials 
to a very limited eXlcnt. Visakhapatnam 
is one of the stations on the primary 
chennel of AIR. Commercials will gra-
dually be 'extended to mon: programme 
chunks on the primary channel and ad-
vertisers will be able to avail or the 
facility of booking commercial advertise-
ments on the Visakhapatnam Station. 

(b) It is not a fact that small and 
less important pJaces than Visakhal>atnam 
were given priority in installing low 
power T.V. station, Vividh Bharati and 
P.I.B. office. Under the special plan 
for T.V. expansion. a high power T.V. 
transmitter would be installed at Visa-
khapatnam which would be commission-
ed during 1984-85. Due to financial 
constraints, it is not possible, for the 
present, to sot up a new office of PIS 
at Visakhapatnam. Visakhapatnam is 
already on the primary channel of AIR 
and the entire net-work of primary 
channel carries commercials. 

(c) In tho settinl up ot a commercial 
AIR centre, the revenue earning poten-
tial has to be worked out 6rst. Infor-
mation relating to size of the population 
in the service area, nature and exent of 
commercial activity and cost of living 
index are also taken up for evaluation. 

Concentration of newspapers. facility 
of communication, regional coverage etc. 
are factors, which are, amOBI others, 
taken into consideration in opening new 
P.I.B. offices. 

Replacement of PreseDt Trunk Tele-
phone ExehaDgei 

4S99. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA : Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS 
be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the present Trunk Tele-
pl-ooe Exchanges in the country are 
proposed to be replaced by new sophisti-
cated electronic exchanges ; 

(b) if so, whether the required equip-
ment will be produced indigenousJ.y or 
acquired from abroad; and 

(C) when the change-over is expected 
to be brought about '1 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI VUAY N. PATIL): (a) No, 
Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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