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Unremunerative Prices of Oranges, Bananas,
Maltas etc in Maharashtra

4255. DR. PRATAP WAGH : Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether Government are aware
of the difficulties being experienced by gro-
wers of oranges, bananas, maltas etc. in the
realisation of reasonable prices in region of
Maharashtra; and

(b) the steps proposed by Government
to protect the growers from exploitation by
the middlemen and their malpractices ?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(RAO BIRENDRA SINGH) : (2) Availablce
data on wholesale prices of bananas in
Bombay, Nagpur, Jaigaon and Bhusaval
indicates that the prices of bananas in recent
months have been consistently higher than
last year by a margin of 33 to 80 percent.
As regards oranges, the available data from
Bombay shows that during August to October
the prices were higher than last year but
during November and December they are
lower than the corresponding period of last
year. The latest price data for 2nd December
indicate that the price of superior oranges
in Bombay for 12 dozens was Rs. 10§ as
against Rs. 114 a year ago.

(b) It has been decided to set upa
National Horticulture Board which will
include representatives of the growers for
integrated development of horticulture. The
Board will provide incentives to the growers
including post harvest handling and marke-
ting facilities so that the growers are assured
of better return.
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Blocks Covered Under IRDP in Orissa

4257. SHRI MANMOHAN TUDU : Will
the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT
be pleased to state :

(a) the number of blocks in Orissa
covered under the Integrated Rural Develop-
ment Programme during 1980-81, 1981-82
and 1982-83;

(b) whether steps have been taken for

strengthening and expansion of coverage of
IRDP;





