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Government of India with a proposal 
far abolition of the Central Fertilizer 
Pool and far allowing free competi-
tion in the sale of the fertilizers in 
India; 

(b) if so, the full details of the pro_ 
posal; and 

(c) the 
thereto? 

Government's reaction 

The MinIster of Apiculture (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukh): (a) to (c). In the 
Sixth Annual General meeting of the 
Association, held on 16th September, 
'61, the President of the Association 
observed in his speech that as pro-
duction is stepped up and begins to 
outpace demand within the next few 
years the Central Fertilizer Pool, as 
it exists today, will become super-
fluous and in fact functionless. The 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
replied that at this stage it is -not 
considered advisable to change the 
present system of distribution. No 
fonnal communication from the Asso-
ciation has, however, been submitted 
to the Govt. of India. 

Ravl-Beu LIBk Project 

'" {Shri Bam. KrI!Ihaa Gupta: 
. SUi Hem Raj: 

Will the Minister of Irriptloa &l1li 
Power be pleased to refer to the reply 
given to Unstarred Question No. 742 
on the 11th August, 1961 and state: 

(a) whether Government have iD_ 
ve.tigated the proposal of Ravi-Beas 
link; atld 

(b) if so, the result thereof? 

The Deputy MInister of IrripttOll 
ad Power (SIu1 Ha.th1): (a) Madho-
pur-Beas link has already been com-
pleted and is working. Preliminary 
investigations were carried out by the 
Government of Punjab in regard to a 
scheme for linking river Ravi with 
Baas but this having proved unpro-
ductive and uneconomical was given 
up. 

(b) Does not arise. 

ArId ZoDe of BajasthaD 

f91. Shrl Bam. Itrishan Gupta: Will 
the Minister of Food and Aptcultan 
be pleased to refer to the reply given 
to Starred Question No. 571 on the 
17th August. 1961 and state the re-
sult of exploration for asaessment of 
underground water in the Arid Zone 
of Rajasthan? 

The Deputy Mini'lter of Agriculture 
(Shrl M. V. ItrIshnappa): It is not 
possible to indicate the result just yet, 
because exploration is still in pro-
gress in Jaisalmer area. The result 
will be known in about 12 months. 
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