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Decline in Wheat Prices

2261. Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there
has been a substantial decline in wheat
prices affecting the farmers in Pun-
jab; and

(b) if so, what steps are Govern-
ment of India taking to stabilize the
wheat price that it should not go be-
low economic level?

The Deputy Minister of Food and
Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas): (a)
and (b). There was some decline in
the prices of wheat in Punjab after
the harvest. The Government, how-
ever, withdrew zonal restrictions on
the movement of wheat, permitted the
roller flour mills to purchase wheat
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from the open market and also re-
moved restrictions on advances by
banks against stocks of wheat. These
measures helped the prices to stabi-
lize at suitable levels and safeguarded
the interests of the cultivators.

Late Running of Trains on South
Eastern Rallway

Shri Subodh Hansda;
Shri 8. C. Samanta:

Will the Minister of Rallways be
pleased to state:

2262.

(a) whether it is a fact that all the
long distance Mail and Passenger
trains in the S.E. Railway ran late
during the period from 13th NMay to
18th May, 1961; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

The Deputy Minister of Rallways
(Shri Shahnawas Khan): (a) No, Sir.
A statement showing the punctuality
performance of MaillExpress and long
distance passcnger trains on the South
Eastern Railway during the period
13th to 18th May, 1961 js laid on the
Table of the House. [See Appendix
111, annexure No. 38).

(b) Does not arise.

National Smalipox Eradication
Programme

2263. Shri Kodlyan: Will the Minis-
ter of Health be pleased to sta'e:

(a) whether the Pilot Projecta
started as part of the preparatory
measures nceded for the implementa-
tion of the National Smallpox Eradica-
tion Programme have been completed
according to schedule;

(b) if so, the experience
from these pilot Projects;

(¢) whether the actusl Eradication
Programme has been launched; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

gained

The Minister o’ Health (Shri Kar-
(a) Yes: except in Delhi.





