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process is effective and economically
sound. No experiments have yet becn
.undertaken on the protection of
pelmyra leaves against decav ard
Mnsect attack. As regards protection
‘of thatch grass against fire, ‘*he pre-
‘liminary experiments indicate  that
-treated thatch grass could be com-
.pressed into boards which can resist
fire damage to a certain extent. No
such work has been done on palmyra
leaves.

(b) The process consists of .mpreg-
nation with suitable chemicals. In the
case of thatch grass, this is also com-
pressed into boards. As the work is
stil) in the preliminary stage: only,
ncthing can be said about the durabi-
lity of the treated material a: this
stage.

Contracts on Rallway Station to Co-
operative Societies

1811. Shri Yadav Narayan Jadhav:
Will the Minister of Raliways he
pleased to state:

(a) whether any  co-onhern‘ive
sucieties of the petty contractors or
otherwise have been given contracts
on Railway Stations for running
restaurants, tea stalls, fruit stails pan
shops etc;

(b) if so, what is the numler of
such societies; and

(c) on what Railway Staticns are
they working?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
(Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): (a), (b) and
(c). The information is being collected
and will be laid on the tabic of the
Sabha. -

Railway Overbridge near Bandra
Station

1812. Shri Yadav Narayan Jadhav:
Will the Minister of Rallways be
Pleased to state:

(3) whether it is a fagt that there
Is a proposal to construct a Rallway
ge near Bandra  Railway
station, on the Bombay -Ahmedabad
National Highway;
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(b) if so, what is the estimated cost
of this bridge;

(¢) when the work is llkely to com-
mence; and

(d) when it will be completed?

The Deputy Minister of Rallways
(Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): (a) Yes,
Sir,

(b) Rs. 31 lakhs (Approx:) for the
works within the railway limits.

(c) Already commenced in Novem-
ber, 1960.

(d) The work is programmed to be
ccmpleted by 31-12-1961.

Postal Staff and Branch Post Offices in
Maharashtra

1813. Shri Yadav Narayan Jadtav:
Will the Minister of Transport and
Communications be pleased to lay a
statement on the Table showing:

(a) the number of cities haviag a
population of more than a lakn in the
State of Maharashtra according to the
1961 Census;

(b) the strength of postal staff of
different categories in the above
cities;

(¢) the number of branch post
offices in these cities;

(d) the number of daily deliveries
sanctioned in each city;

(e) whether it is a fact that the staff
position of different categories is short
at Malegaon district Nasik compara-
tively;

(1) it so, what efforts are being
made to increase the staff;

(g) whether it is also a fact that the
staff position was verified in Novem-
ber, 1960; and ‘

(h) if so, with what result?

The Minister of Tramsport and
Communiecations (Dr. P. Subbaraysas):
(a) to (d). Two statements containing
the required information are placed
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on the Table of the Sabha. [Placed
in Library, See No. LT-3138/61].

(e) No.
() Does not arise.
(g) Yes.

(h) Based on the review, additional
staff as justiied was sanctioned iIn
December 1860 and April 1961.
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Train Collision at Jalgaon Station

1816. Shri Assar: Will the Minister
of Rallways be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
special train coming from Bhillai col-
lided with a goods train standing at
Jalgaon Station near Raigarh and
twelve persons were injured on the
9th June, 1961;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether any special inquiry was
set up;

(d) it so, the results thereof; and

(e) whether any persons were
arrested?

The Deputy Minister of Rallways
(Shri 8. V. Ramaswamy): (a) and (b).
On 4-6-1961 at about 1135 hours at
Jamga station on Howrah-Nagpur sec-
tion of South Eastern Railway, the
Up Bhilaj Special Goods train collid-
ed with a Down Material train. As
a result of the accident, seven labour-
ers on the material train were injured.





