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Rise in Price Index

1087. SHRI B.D. SINGH :
PROF, RUPCHAND PAL :

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI :

SHRI G.M. BANATWALILA :
SHRIMATI KISHORI SINHA :
SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH :
SHRI SATYASADHAN CHA-
KRABbRTY :

SHRJ RASHEED MASOOD :

SHRI R.N. RAKESH :

SHRI ASHFAQ HUSAIN : Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state :

(a) what is the rise in the price index
and the rise in prices of food articles since
the presentation of 1983 Budget; and

(b) what are the reasons for the unaba-
ted price spiral and what measures have been

taken by Government to check the rise in

the price index and continuous inflationary

trends ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERIJEE) ¢ (a) and (b)
Between week ended 26.2.1983 and 2.7.1983
the Wholesale Price Index for all commodi-
ties (Base : 1970-71--100) rose by 5.2 per
cent and that for food articles by 7.1 per
cent.

The price rise during this period is
mainly due to seasonal factors. A number
of steps have been taken both on the supply
and demand side; these include further streng-
gthening of the public distribution system,
effective use of the relcase mechanism in
respect of sugar and augmentation of stocks
by import of wheat and rice. The price
situation is being kept under surveillance and
appropriate measures are taken in the
light of the emerging trends.

JULY 29, 1983
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