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Development and Growth of Cultural 
Tourism 

1009. SHRI S.B. SIDNAL: Will the 
Mini ter • of TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is proposed to carry out 
survey to find out the market potentials for 
tourism; 

(b) whether steps are proposed for 
development and growth of cultural tourism; 

(c) whether it is also proposed to with-
draw or relax restrictions of visa r~qUlre­

ments for the visitors; and 

(d) what other new strategy is proposed 
for promotion of tourist traffic? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM 
KHAN) : (a) The a essment of market 
potential for tourism is a continuous proces ' 
and i made by our oversea offices through 
constant liaison with travel trade and assess-
ment of the economic situation prevalent 
in those countries. Further, some of our 
oversea offices have also undertaken re earch 
studies in association with the research 
authority of the Pacific Area Travel As. ocia-
tion (PATA) and other research orgainsations. 

(b) Considering the fact that the 
cultural heritage of India is the single biggest 
factor ill attracting tourists from abroad. it 
is a constant endeavour of the Department 
to identify, preserve and develop within the 
constraints of resources, places of cultural 
and historical interest. 

(c) The:. facility of 'landing permit' has 
been withdrawn tiJl 31st March 1984. The 
same is however. being given to organised 
groups handled by approved travel agencies 
with pre-drawn itineraries. 

(d) Apart from various other promo-
tional measures, it is proposed to promote 
convention traffic and charters. In addition, 
new over eas offices are proposed to be 
opened in Sri Lanka, Ku ala Lumpur and the 

Gu]f region to further tap the tourism poten-
tial from these areas. 

West Bengal Government Proposal for 
Development for Ayodhya Hill 

1010. SHRI ACHARY A BASUDEB: 
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pJeased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Govern-
ment of West Bengal have sent a proposal 
to the Union Government for th~ develop-
ment of Ayodhya hill in the district of 
Purulia ; and 

(b) if 0, what action ha been taken 
in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVlL 
AVIATION (SHRl KHURSHE 0 ALAM 
KHAN) : (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. In West 
~engal out of a number of proposals, 
Including the develop ment of Ayodhya hill , 
the Department will be taking up two schemes-
the development of facilities at Sunderbans 
and Digha, in the fir t in cance a Centra] 
contribution while the State and the Private 
sectors will be required to make their contri-
bution III accordance with the accepted 
policy of joint effort in building up the 
infrastructure in a phased manner. 
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