175 Written Answers

the design of thc Plants being set-up
at Manuguru and Thal and also in
devising procedures for operation and
maintenance of these plants so as to
ensure their efficient operation.

Atomic Minerals Located Through
Surveys

584. SHRI E. BALANANDAN :
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state :

(a) whether Atomic Minerals Divi-
sion of the Department of Atomic
Energy has been able to locate any
substantial and recoverable deposit of
atomic minerals through surveys con-
ducted during the last three years;

(b) if so, the type cstimated reserve,
location (State) of such mineral; and

(¢) whether the Division has com-
pleted survey of all regions indicated as
possibic locations by the Geological
Survey of India and what regions have
been left out and how long it will take
to completely survey the whole country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY, ATOMIC
ENERGY, SPACE, ELECTRONICS
AND OCEAN DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
SHIVRAJ V. PATIL) : (a) and (b)
The Atomic Minerals Division of the
Dcepartment of Atomic Energy has been
conducting geological surveys all over
the country for locating deposits of
atomic mincrals including Uranium. It
is estimated that the reserves of atomic
minerals identified so far are adcquate
to mect the necds of the nuclear power
programme presently envisaged. During
the last three years, new anomalies
indicating prescace of atomic minerals
have been locoted in Karnataka;
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim, Mec-
ghalaya, Arunuachal Pradesh, Uttar Pra-
desh, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu &
Kashmir. [t would be difficult to
cstimate the reserves at this stage as
exploration and investigations are in
progress.
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(¢) No, Sir. So far 25-309, of the
possible locations have been covered by
Ground Reconnaissance survey. The
time that will be required to complete
by survey the whole country cannot be
estimated now on account of resource
constraints.

Lesser Demand of Bhel’s Goods

585. SHRI SUSHIL BHATTA-
CHARYA : Will the Minister of INDUS-
TRY be pleased to state :

(a) whether poor performance of
Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. is accoun-
table for the present Jesser demand of
its goods in thec domestic markect;

(a) if so, the rcasons therefor; and

(¢) the steps taken by Government
to rcvamp the industry?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARID
(a) No, Sir.

(b) and (¢) Do not arise.

Low Demand in BHEL’s Hydel
Projects

586 SHRI SUSHIL BHATTA-
CHARYA :
SHRI P.M. SAYEED :

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Bharat Hcavy Electri-
cals Limited is going to face in the
immediate future scrious under utilisa-
tion of its thermal plants and a pre-
cariously low demand for its hydel
plants;

(b) if so, whether the low demand
for the hydel plants is because of
Government’s failure to gradually shift
from thermal power generation to hydro
power; and

(¢) the remedial mcasures Govern-
ment have adopted so far to keep the
two of BHEL’s Hydel preject manufac-
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turing units at Bhopal and Hardwar
going?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARID) :
(a) to (¢) Orders on BHEL for thermal
and hydro power gencrating cquipment
are adequate in the current year. The
order book position shows a minor gap
"~ for 1984-85 and larger gap in subse-
quent ycars. In thc prevailing situation
of constraint of resources, low demand
for hydro plants may be mainly ascribed
to longer gestation period for such
plants in comparison with thermal
plants. With clearance of more projects
by the Central Electricity Authority/
Planning Commission and through
placement of further orders on BHEL,
its shops could bc more fully loaded.
Efforts are being made in this direction.
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