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" .. e could not get through. So, we 
will ask them to expedite the enquiry 
and make a report. 

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: Who are the 
members of this committee? Is it thO! 
.ame committee which enquired into 
the blast that occurred at Kurasia? 

Sarda. Swarall Singh: It is perhaps 
the same committee with Shri Nar-
gundkar of Singareni collieries as thO! 
Chainnan or as one of the important 
members but I am not sure about it. 

Shri Tangmani: The capacity of this 
minc was 18,000 tons per mensem. I 
would like to know whether the entire 
mine had to be closed and the pro-
d uction stopped, or only a part of it, 
because from the statement it appears 
that although only one of the inclines 
caught fire, the entire production has 
been stopped. 

Sarda. Swaran Singh: No. Produc-
tion only in thllt incline stopped. That 
is clarified in the statement. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: It is being 
reported in the press that these under-
ground fires in some of the N.C.D.C. 
mines beginning from Gidi and sub-
sequently a much more serious fire at 
Kurasia, are taking place under mys-
terious circumstances. Has this aspect 
been investigated or explored or eon-
sidered in any way by the Ministry? 
1t is a very serious matter. 

Sudar SWaraJI SiDch: When these 
unfortunate accidents take place, 
-people generally make their 011'11 
allegations. It is not for me to contra-
dict any allegation that might have 
been made. An enquiry committee 
has been constituied. It will go into 
the caUSe of the fife. I should await 
their report rather' than prejudice 
the investigation work of the enquiry 
committee one way or the other. 
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I shall read it in English also. 

(a) and (b). The construction 
roads in the border areas of Utt 
Pradesh, as in the rest of the Stal 
is normally the responsibility of t 
State Government. In the case 
certain roads of strategic significan 
the constructio'nis undertaken by t' 
Director General, B·order Roads as 
special case. 
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Shri Datar: They send reports to 1 

from time to time regarding nOI 
strategic roads. 

Mr. Speaker: Is the work going ( 
quickly? That is what the hon. Men 
her wants to know probably. 

Shri Datar: There is nothing To aU] 
pose that it is being slowed down. 
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Shri Datar: I am not-'aware' of the 
ground suggesteaay,;the han. Member. 
If he }las l!!ly specific grounds he may 
pass them on to me. 
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Shri Datar: They have been. There 

are roads of strategic importance and 
we are constructing them, ',., , 

Shri Hem Barua rose-
Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. Member 

come from U.P.? " .. 
Shri Hem Barua: It does not matter; 

we come here on an all-India. pasis. C'. ' 
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Shri Datar: So far as strategic roads 

are concerned, it would not be in 
public interest to disclose them, So 
:far as the non-strategic road. in which 
the State Governments are interested 
are concerned, I have not .J!Qt the 
details with me. ' , , 

Shri Hem Barua: ~ -1 submit, 
Sir, that generally the allegation 
against"' tbe Assamese people is :hat 
they do not want to function on an 
all-India basis, But even if we tr" 
to function on an all-India basis, we 
are not giv~n an opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker: Whoever watches the 
proc~dings in this House and the part 
Shri Hem Buu" is playing will never 
say that. This' will all stand him in 
very gOOd stead. I need not allow 
all the que3tions fOr him. This will 
stand good not only for the coming 
elections but for' a number of ele'c-
tions. 

.Let. there be no misunderstanding. 
I do' not want that an impression 
'sii&uid be created that any hon. 
Member puts questions with any par-
ticular ;.electiDn. ig, view. ' I, .<lllJy 
wanted to say that' 'Shri Hem Barua 
is taking a lot of intere3t, I did not 
want to"<:ast any a,spersions even in-
directly, But, if he takes it as a com-
pliment I hav,> no objection." 

Sliri Tyagi: 1'liere must be a con-
vention established that compliments 
given to a. ,member from the Chair 
should not be used in election pro-
propaganda.. ," , 

Shri Hem Barua: MlIoY I submit that 
during all theSe 41 years of my exist-
ence here,. I have been ~ystj!maticaJly 
subjected to admonitions by you, and 
I expected you to say a few fine things 
about me. Si.nce a few words, ,of 
praiSe have come from YQ1.1 w'hY 
should these not be mentioned? 
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