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Utilisation of River Jhelum for
Navigational purposes
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Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose to
harness alternative sources of transport to
overcome the shortage of motor oil ; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose
to use the age old vetasta River (Jhelum) for
navigational purposes from Khanabal to
Khadanyar ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT (SHRI Z.R. ANSARI) : (a) and (b)
In the context of high cost of fuel and the
need for its conservation, development of
Inland Water Transport has assumed an
added significance, Government of India are
fully conscious of the need for accelerated
development of Inland Water Transport where
such potential exists, This may be evident
from the provision of Rs, 45/- crores in the
current five year plan,

A Centrally Sponsored Scheme entitled,
introduction of mechanised IWT services on
the river Jhelum between Khanabal and
Baramullah was sanctioned on 8-5-73 at a
cost of Rs. 54.50 lakhs., The scheme so far
has not been completed by the State Govt.
Sanctioned amount had already been released
to the State Govt,

Meanwhile, the Govt, of Jjammu and
Kashmir have proposed a new scheme for
the construction of Ningli Navigation Lock-
cum-Control structure with the primary
object of introducing Inland Water Trans-
port in Jhelum river. Technical clearance o
this proposal costing Rs. 1674 lakhs, has been
given on 17.11.81 subject to the condition
that the above mentioned ongoing Centrally
Sponsored Scheme would be merged with the
present scheme as both are having the same
objectives and that there will be no financial
commitment in respect of the new Scheme.
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