11825  Written Answers

Agriculture Study Team of Japan

3389. S8hri Kumbhar: Will the Min-
ister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that an
Agriculture Study Team of Japan re-
cently visited the Hirakud Canal irri-
gated areas and have suggested im-
provement of cultivation there;

(b) if so, the nature of their sugges-
tions; and

(c) the action taken thereon?

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr,
P. 8, Deshmukh): (a) to (¢). A
Japanese Team of Agricultural Specia-
lists surveyed arcas in 6 State§™n-
cluding Orissa with a view to select-
ing four rice growing districts in 4
States in connection with the scheme
for the setting up of Demonstration-
cum-training Centres for increasing
rice production wiht the use of Japa-
nese type of agricultural implements,
The teamn has since returned to Japan
and will be submitting its report to
their Government for consideration.

D.GP, & T. Building jn New Delhi

3390, Shri Vajpayee: Will the Min-

ister of Transport and Communications
be pleased to state:

(a) when was the new building of
the Directorate of Posts and Tele-
graphs, New Delhi occupied;

(b) what arrangements were made
to provide for the air-conditioning of
the building before its occupation;

(¢) whether it is a fact that the cool-
ing and heating facilities have only
been provided to officers and the
subordinate staff allowed to suffer
even upto now;

(d) whether the absence of these
facilities has created any discontent
amongst the subordinate staff and
what steps are being taken to allay
their sufferings; and

(e) when is the air-conditioning of
the building likely to be completed?
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The Minister of Transport and Com-
munications (Dr. P, Sabbarayan):
(a) The occupation of this building
commenced on lst October, 1958 and

was completed in stages by January
1959,

(b) The building has been con-
structed with provision for central air
conditioning; the central air condi-
tioning plant could not be imporied
so far owing to scarcity of foreign
exchange,

(c) Officers entitled to room air con-
ditioners according to rules have been
provided with them. All the other
rooms, excluding big halls, whether
these are occupied by officers or sub-
ordinate staff, have been provided
with room coolers. In the big halls,
Khas Khas tatties are being installed
and also pedestal fans for air circu-
lation, In the top floor which - ex-
posed {o the gun, large capacity
desert coolers have been installed.

(d) No,

(e) The building will be provided
with a central air eonditioning plant
when the foreign exchange position
permits of import of the necessary
equipment,
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