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As reported by N.D.M.C., there is some 
dispute regarding the period of service for 
eligibility of a teacher in order to be able 
to get the Select ion Grade. As soon as 
the issue is decided, Selection Grade scales 
will be awarded to the teachers. 

Us Military Activities in Indian Ocean 

8983. SHRI M.S.K. SATHIYENDRAN: 

SHRI PIYUSH TIRKI : 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a faet that the United 
States is going to share some of its self-
imposed military r~sponsibilitie in tht 
Far-East and the Pacific and in this way 
some of th.· U.S. Forces deployed in the 
regIOn could be diverted to India's 
neighbourhood in the Ind ian Ocean ; 

(b) if so, what is the detailed report of 
U.S . military act ivitie in the Indian Ocean; 
and 

(c) what is the reaction of the Govern-
ment in this matter ? 

THE MINIST R OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A.A. RAHIM): (a) There have 
been reports that Japan is increasing its 
defence expenditure, partly in respon e to 
U.S. insistence that it must take on a larger 
share of defence re ponsibility. Japan's 
defence expenditure i'1 the year 1983-84 i 
budgeted at US $11.82 billion. Thi repre-
sents an increase of 6.5 % over last year. 
The Prime Minister of Japan has also been 
reported as stating that in rder to secure 
mamtain the ocean lines of communication, 
Japan's defenccs in the ocean should extend 
over several hundred miles, which would 
enable Japan to defend the sea lane between 
Guam and Tokyo and between the strait of 
Taiwan and Osaka. 

(b) Since the fall of the Shah of Iran, 
the U.S.A. has increa ed its military 
presence in the Indian Ocean. More than 
one carrier task force has been deployed on 
a regular ba is and a programme for 
expanding and improving military facilities 
available to the U.S.A. in the Indian Ocean 
littoral is being . undertaken. A Rapid 
Deployment Force of over 200000 men Whl~h 

could be speedily moved to areas of crises, 
has also been established. More· reeen ly, 
with effect from 1st January, 1983 a Unified 
Command ha been set up which according 
to U.S. sources, will have operational 
responsibility for South West Asia. The 
Rapid Deployment FOrce will function under 
this command. 

(c) India ha consistently opposed Great 
Power military presence in the Indian 
Ocean as it introduces new tensions and 
conflicts in our nr,ighbourhood and consti-
tutes a threat to peace and stability. India 
is working with other littoral and hinterland 
states to implement the U.N. Resolution of 
1971 which calls for the establi hment of a 
Zone of Peace in the Indian Ocean, free from 
the military presence of the Great Powers. 
At the New Delhi Summit the Non-aligned 
countries pledged them elves to work for 
convening an international conference on 
the Indian Ocean in 1984, as decided in the 
U.N. General Assembly and also called upon 
the U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. to resume 
bilateral discuss ions for limiting their 
military presence in the Indian Ocean. 
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