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nomic - feasibility of integrated pro-
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venting erosion of table lands .and en-
reachment of ravines, reclaiming sha:-
low revines for agriculture/herticul-
ture and stabilising medium and deep
ravines by developing fuel and. fodder
reserves through pilot projects, Simi-
lar pilot projects have also been imple-
menteq in respect oi areas affected by
alkalinity and subject to shifting culti-
vation, Till 1981-82 an area of 32.1
million ha has been {reated at a cost
of Rs. 1372.93 crores hoth under Cent-
ral and State sectors.

Beautification and maintenance of
De!hi, Calcutta, Madras and
Bombay

1198. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN:
Will the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Delhi
is losing its heauty day by day;

() if so, the details thercof and
steps being taken to protect its beauty:
and

(¢) the allocaltion of funds for the
last year of maintenance of Metro-
politan cities of Delhi, Calcutta,
Madras and Bombay?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENT-
ARY AFFAIRS, SPORTS AND WORKS
AND HOUSING (SHRI BUTA
SINGH): (a) No, Sir.

(by Does not arise. However, more
areas are being brought under land-
scaping and green development year
after year,

(¢) the information is being collected

and will be placed on the table of the
Sabha,
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Increase in the Price of Imported
Edible Oils

1201. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will the
Minister of FOOD AND CIVIL SUP-
PLIES be pleased {o state:

(a) whether it is a fact tnat Gov-
ernment issued a Notification increas-
ing the price of imported edible oils
in the second wek of January, 1983:

(b) if so, the grounds justifying the
increase;

(¢) whether it is also a fact that the
said Notification was rescinded after a
few days; and

(d) it so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CIVIL
SUPPLIES (SHRI BHAGWAT JHA
AZAD): (a) to (d). A decision was
taken in the first week of January to
increase the price of imported editle
oils to narrow the gap bhetween tihc
prices of indigenous oils and imported
oils. However, the matter was racon-
sidered, taking into account, the in-
terest of the consumers; and the orders
were withdrawn {o maintain the price
level of edible oilg for the present.

Rise in Wholesale and Retail Prices ot
Essential Commodities

1202. SHRI JITENDRA PRASAD:
Will the Minister of FOOD AND CIVIL
SUPPLIES be pleased to state:

(a) the percentage of price-rise im
the wholesale and retail prices of es-
sential commodities during tl.» vear
1982 as compared to the year 1981.

(b) the commodity-wise prices during
1981 and 1982;

(c) the reasons for higher jrice ris®
in 1982 as compared to 1981; and

(d) the steps taken or proposed to
be taken to arrest the tendencies ot
further price rise®

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CIVII
SUPPLIES (SHRI BHAGWAT JHA
AZAD): (a) and (b). Relevant infor-
mation is given in the Statement at-
tached.

(¢c) The All-Commodities Wholesale
Price Index moved up by only 2.7 per
cent in 1982 as against an increasga ot
8.8 per cent in 1981. The behaviour of
prices of individual commodities also
shows that by and large for most of
the commodities the price rise has been





