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LOK SABHA 

Monday, March 13, 1961!Phall1una 
22, 1882 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Production Of Zinc 

·'766. Shrl Harish ChaDdra Mathur: 
'Will the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry hI' pleased :0 state: 

(a) the programme for production 
of zine in Zawar Mines in Rajasthan; 

and 

(b) lI'hat are the possibilities for 
st{'pping up production during the 
Third Five Year Plan period and 
steps being taken in that direction" 

The MIDIst.er 01 bldlllltry (Sbrl 
Manubhal S1Iah): (Ii' and (b). A 
"Iatement is laid on the Tab'£, of the 

House. 

STATl:MENT 

(a) A licence under the Industrie!l 
(Development and Regula'ion) Act. 
1951. has been granted to a flrm to set 
up a 15.000 tons zinc Ilmelter nPllr 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) bast'd on the 
Zawar deposits. According to the 
h:"JTI!1 of the licence, the unit is to be 
t ~ta li~  by the middle of 1862. 

(hI The prf'1lent known workable 
depos:ts of zinc in the country are 
confined to the Zawar area in RajlUl-
than. Indications are available that 
~  Imlelter at Zawar could be la~  

~x anc  to about 40,000 to ~ 
tons per annum if suftlclent quantJtl ~ 

~  o ~ are p\"O\"ed thfore 

2158( AI)LS-l. 

435.1 

Exploratory work for other de-
posits also hll.ll been taken in hand 
which, it is hoped, will yield, in due 
course, a c:eer picture of the indigen-
ous availability of zinc ore deposits 
in other parts of the country. Mean-
while, it is proposed to issue a licence 
to a private party tor setting up an-
other 12,000 ton pel' annum zinc ~

ter in the Calcutta region based on 
imported conc{'ntrates. 

Sh.ri Manubbal Sb ... : Sir, t ~ is 
also another quesflon on zinc smelters 
which, if I have your permi8llion, I 
would like to club. 

Sbrt a~ una a Slap: Question 
No. 778, which I have la'bled, also 
deals with zinc smelters. 

Shrl D. C. 8banna: Only ont' ques-
tion ~ oul  be taken up at one lime. 

Mr. 8peaker: I agree. But why 
should not we take them up tOf{eth@t 
if they art' connected' 

Zinc 8melter 

+ 

{

Sbrl aarbunatb 8l.qb: 
• ShrhaaU Da PalelloudIuIrl : 
'7'71. lIbrt Mu ........ ed Ellu: 

Drl N. M. Dell: 

Will the Minister of COIIIIDerce and 
IndllRrJ be pleased to .tate: 

(a) whcthN a proposal for clllab-
i~ inl ~ iu  siZt'd ZinC sme\te-r at 
Cakutta is under ihe ("Of1l1idt"rlltion ot 
Ihe o ~nt of Indla; 

(b) it 10, the l ~ madf' In 
connection thereWith; and 

(d tht" flnancial i lica lon~ of the 

propollBl? 

._"'I'J (8hrt 
la) to (e) I: il 
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proposed to issue an industrial licence 
to a private party for the manufacture 
of 12,000 tons of zinc per annum based 
on imported concentrates. The scheme 
15 expected to lead to a substantial 
saving of foreign exchange. The party 
is still working out the exact details 
Of the scheme. 

Shr' Harlsh Chandra Mathur: Sir, 
this will mean a complete mix up. 
One is in Rajasthan, the other in Cal-
cutta and there are one or two o'.her 
smelter!!. 

Mr. Speaker: All right. I will first 
allow supplementaries to be put on 
Que!ltion No. 766. They seem to be 
connected in a way. 

Shrl Manubhal Slnrb: He has also 
asked for information about the 
whole zinc industry in the country. 

Mr. Speaker: Shri Mathur may con-
fine his supplementaries only to his 
Question No. 766. 

Sbrl Harlsh Chandra Mathur: May 
1 know if the hon. Minister is aware 
that there is a strong feeling that 
there has been woefully slow progress 
in this project, particular;y in Rajas. 
than: if 110, may I know what are the 
reasons which have stood in the way 
and what steps ar€.' being taken to 
~ up the Pl'Ofress and whether it 
will be po8sible to complet€.' it in 
1982'P 

811rl MaIIubhai Shah: Yes, Sir, the 
smelter is expected to ,0 into pro-
duction in lD62. There has been no 
woefully slow progress. As a matter 
of fact, from 100 ton.'I to 500 tons they 
have now rone Into a production of 
2,500 tons of ores. That t think has 
been quite a satisfactory rate of 
... roJTeU. 

A. BOIL _ .. Iter: We are not able 
to hMr. 

Mr. SpeDer: The hon. Minis\« will 
look at me and speek. The mik. 
have been So arrangt>d the t I will 
~i  the voice of eovery hon. Mem-
ber who speeks. If t ~ bon. Mlnis!fOT 
turns that Bide or turns backward 

while speaking the mike does not 
catch his voice. 

Sbri Kasllwal: In answer to part 
(b) of the Question it is said that the 
present known workable deposits of 
zinc in the country are confined to the 
Zawar a:-ea in Rajasthan. It this is so, 
may I know why this private party 
which has been all along dilly-dally-
ing with this is being continued to be 
supported for this purpose? 

Shrl Manubbai Shah: made it 
quite clf'ar in my answer that it is 
not a question of supporting. Their 
progress has been satisfactory. 
That will be the first zinc smelter to 
be installed in Rajasthan. Any other 
step would have delayed the matter 
considerably. 

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: May I 
know whether Government is not 
sati!;fied that there is enough possi-
bility at Zawar mines to feed both 
the smelters? May I know why Gov-
ernml'Tlt wants to start a smelt€.'r bas-
ed on imported concentrates and why 
WI" cannot step up things in Rajasthan 
t~( l  

Shrl Maaubhai Shah: Zawar, as I 
have already indicated in my answer, 
Is onlv of about 40,000 tons to 45.000 
ton'!. . As the Hou.'IC is aware, the re-
quirement of zinc for the country Is 
goin, to be 1,70,000 tons a year. It fa 
all today being imported. So there fa 
scope not for one or two smelters but 
half-a-dozen smelters of this type. 

Sbrl ((adlwal: In answer to • 

question about a year b;;ck the hon. 
Minister was pleased to say that 
as. 30,00.000 had been adve,cl!d '0 this 
private company, which is probably 
the Metal CoJ1)Oration. May t know 
DOW whether either the Central Gov-
~ nt or the State-Government hal 
advanced or ~ to advance any 
furlher money to this Corporation? 

Sbrl .......... 8baIl: Since I ans-
wenod that question. the project has 
~ into If8t transformation. It 
has been enllil'led. 'l'her.fort'. tbey 
have raised a new capital of lb. 2.21 
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crores and the Rajasthan Government 
proposed to give them about RB. 50 
lakhs under-writing. 

Shrl Rarhunath SiDrh: May I know 
when the zinc smelter at Calcutta will 
start functioning? 

Shri MaDubhai Shah: That was the 
question tabled by the hon. Membel·. 
As I have said in my answer, the de-
tails are yet to be received in respect 
of the othflf smelter based on import-
Pd concentrates to be established in 
the Ca'cutta region. 

Shrl T. B Vittal Rao: The original 
proposal was for foreign collaboration 
with Messrs. Rio_Tinto and this 
Melal Corporation. May I know whe-
ther that same foreign collaboration 
stands? May I also know from which 
country the firm which is going to set 
up the smelter at Calcutta will get 
the concentrates? 

Shri MaDubhal Shah: As far as the 
Zawar smelter is coneerne<i, the pro-
posal was to have a triple colla.bor-
ation with Me!lSfs. Panoraya and Cle, 
Messrs. Krebs & Cie, and Melin. 
Rio Tinto. The present collabomtion 
is with ~  Panoraya and Cie 
and Messrs. Krebs & Cle. Mear •. 
Rio Tinto do not come intlO the picture 
because they i.e. Metal Corporation of 
India are themselvetl developin, the 
mining pact. Rt'garding the second 
smelter, perhaps it will be with 
Canadian collaboration, but it has not 
yet been finalised. 

Shri Taqaman.1: May I know which 
is the private party that il going to 
be given this licence for If.'ttin, up 
ano'her 12,000 tons per annum zinc 
smelter based on Imported concentMl-
tes and what is coing to be it.'I cap-
acity? 

8hr1 Ma_bhaJ 8IaaIl: It works out 
to 11.000 tons to 15.000 tons. The 
par'y ill Mesan. G, O. Binani & Co., 
Calcutta. 

Sbrt IIartIIt Claaadn MalJuar: 11 it 
not a fact thllt of the vasl aree liCf'llS-
eel to thi5 ('ompsn), only a mJ,811 

portion is being exploited at the 
present moment and that too has been 
possible only with such great assist-
ance from the State Government and 
the Central Go\'ernment? If that is 
so, may I know whether Government 
al'e thinking of exploiting the remain-
ing area as a public sector project? 

Shri MaDubbal Shah: The whole 
area, as I said, is included in it, and I 
hope the hon. Member wlll Rive liOme 
time to this factory to coml' fOlward. 
It will contribute richly to the Indus-
trial df'velopment ot the Rajasthan 
areR. 

Shri Kasllwal: In the statement the 
hon. Minister has ~ai  that it the orC'll 
are proved so much mOre expansion ot 
~ lt  will be made. May I know 
what particular steps Government are 
taking to see that the orell are prov-
I'M 

Shri MaDubhaJ 8bah: The collabor-
ation and deve'opment of the mine 
are being watched from day to day. 
As 1 have answered already from 
500 tons they have come up to 2&00 
tons of ores and that III a very 
promilling start. 

Sbri ...... kIUhaa Gapta: The laon. 
Minillter stated that these firma have 
got o i~ collaboratwn. May I know 
whethm-they have also ,ot any "nan-
cia1 auilltance; if 10 I() whllt extent? 

Sbrt Maaaltbal Shah: With reprd 
to the lI8COnd IImel1.er, al I IUIve already 
indicated, the ~i J arc yet to be 
worked out. Thl!'Te mAly be 25 per 
cent. "nancial participation from the 
foreign party aceordln, to present 
indications, but nothln, hal been 
received by us in any "nal llhape. 

JaCe .... n ..... a ... t ..... ~ .. 
... 

• "17. Dri aame.ltwar Tutla: wm 
the Mimster of ec.uaerce aDd lad .. -
trJ be pleased to Itate: 

(a) whethl!'T It \JI a fac' that the 
u~ of ma,.,ln dep<ltIib W8JI ('!UI."ed 
RVeT81 timet! on jutt' and RetI.tan 
futurc!! tradlnl in C.kutla durin, 
1M lut ., monthAl; and 




