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~ver, steps have .been taken to streng-
then communication links between the 
two countries which include laying of 
coaxial cable between Lahore and 
Amritsar, introduction of tul~ auto-
matic teiex services and sateillte com-
munication services between Bombay 
and Kar.achl. 

Eklaklli-Balur&bat Lille 

717. DR. GOLAM YAZDANI: Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that construc-
tion of the Eklakhi-Balurghat railway 
line in West Bengal has been sanction-
ed; 

(b) if 80, what is the estimate of 
the scheme; and 

(c) whether the work has been start. 
ed and if so. when? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI C. K. J AFFWR SHARIEF,' : 
(a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not ·arise. 
Old ace peuioa iatrocJuced hy state. 

St'atemeat 

718. SHiRl CHINTAMANI PANt. 
GRAHl: Will the Minister o:! SOCIAL 
WELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) the name of the States wner. 
the payment of old age pension sc.heme 
has come into effect; 

(b,) the date or the year from which 
old age pension has been given in 
thoSe eta 

(C) the amount of payment made 
towards old age pension, So far; an! 

(d) the details about the number of 
aId ages pension beneficiaries ill 
Oriea? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION AND . 
CULTURE AND SOCIAL WELFAltE 
(SHRI p . K . THUNGON) : (a) to (d). 
A statement is laid on the Table ot 
the Howe. .. . . J 
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I Andhra Prade~h 1977 30 N.A. 3.46• .Th eamount is of 

• budget pro'l1sion. 

f.2 &sam X X X X Not introduced. 

3 Bihar 1974 30 28,86,Q02 6400 . 00 The social seourity 
scheme cove the 
aged. 

4- Gujarat 1978 30 13,33~ T50 • oo Aged Agri. workers! 
farmers are sepa-
rately covered. 

5 Haryana . I 64 60 14987 86.111 The scheme was 
scrapped during 
April Ig67 to 
March, 69. 
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