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Ministry of Education, decided that new
«courses would be based on well-defined
‘manpower needs.
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Agreement with Iran regarding Kudremukh
Iron ore

4117. SHRI K. OBUL REDDY: Will
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government
of Iran have agreed to take Kudremukh
iron ore from 1984;

(b) if so, the names and status of the
leader and other members of Iranian de-
legation who visited India in this regard,
the outcome of discussions held with In-
dian counterparts;

. (c) the details of ierms and conditions
of the agreement reached between the
two countries keeping in view in earlier
agreements;

(d) how much quantity of ore is expec-~
ted to be lifted by Iran, and when first
shipment is expected to leave India; ahd

(e) whether this supply of ore is on
barter system or on payment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF. THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI N K .P . SALVE): (a) No such
firm indication from Government of Iran
has been received as yet.

(b) and (c¢) An Iranian delegation
comprising the following Members visited
India in December, 1982 - January,
1983:-

1. Mr. Seyyed Mehdi Hosseini, Dy.
Minister, Mines and Metals.

2. Mr. Asadoliah Saleh Ferouz, Dy.
Minister and Managing Director
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3. Mr. Hc;oshang Khoshnood, Expert. *
_ 4. Mr. Hornoz Nassernia, Expert.

5. Mr. Reza Ashraf Samanani, Ex-
pert. .

6. Mr. Yadollah, Razaes Moayed,
Expert,

7. Mr. Majteba Hejazi, Expert.
8. Mr. Syed Jamal Emami, Expert.

9. Mr. Yadollah Ahmedian, Expert.
10. Mr. Ahmed Agdare, Expert.

The discussions have not concluded and

are expected to be resumed after some
time.

(d) A firm programme of off-take of

concentrate by Iran has not been received
as yet,

(e) Supply of concentrate, when it
takes place, is likely to be on  normal
payment terms,

Number of Families raised above the
poverty line

4118. DR. A. U. AZMI: Will the Min-
ister of PLANNING be pleased to staie:

(a) the number of families raised a%-
ove the poverty line in the rural sector
during the last three years;

(b) whether the number is keeping with
the targets fixed in the Sixth Five Year
Plan; and

(c) if not what are the reasons thereof
and what are the salient steps taken to
1each the envisaged target?

THE MINISTER OF PLANNING
(SHRI S. B. CHAVAN): (a) Poverty
estimates are based on periodic surveys of
consumer expenditure conducted by the
National Sample Survey Organisation. The
Jast survey was conducted in 1977-78 and
the next one is schedule for 1983. Thus
the latest official esimates available are
only those for the year 1977-78. The
poverty estimates so far attempted have
been confined to number of persons and
have not covered nuumbers of families.
Figures of persons below the poverty line
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in intermediate years between two surveys
of the National Sample Survey Organisa-
tion can, if at all, be computed only roug-
bly by general extrapolation and making
allowances for the growth performance of
the economy, and for the effects of the
different poverty alleviation programmes.
On this basis, the estimates of numbers of
people below the poverty line in the rural
sector would work out to 259.6 million in:
1979-80, to 235,7 million in 1980-81, and
to 225.9 million in 1981-82.

(b) and (c) The target of persons to
be lifted above the poverty line has been
fixed for the Sixth Plan as a whole and
there are no annual targets. For the Plan
as a whole, it has been estimated that the
number of persons below the poverty line
in the rural sector would go down from
259.6 million in 1979-80 to 166.0 million
simplify
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