
Written Answers APRIL lS, 1983 Written .A11SWcrs 64 

(d) the expenditure incurred on the 
constitution of parties for said purposes; 

(e) the net tax gain ? 

THE MfNISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRT PAT-
TABHI RAMA RAO) : (a) to (e) Govern-
ment is aware of the news.. item in 'Newstrek', 
Bombay dated 18th February, 1983 caption-
ed nSequeJ to lncome-tax Raids on Stars". 
Income-tax author iti es searched 119 per-
sons connected with film industry, includ-
ing film stars, during the Fnancial year 
1982-83. Having regard to the large 
number of persons, it is not practiceable 
to give the members o f parties in each 
case. Norma lly one par ty is sent to 
cover one place. 

Income-tax Department does not 
maintain separate details of expenditure 
incurred in individua l search cases, The 
net tax gain will be k nown only afler the 
scrutiny of seized materia l is completed 
and assessments are fina li ed in all the 
cases. 

Trade in Opium 

7359. SHRT ARJUN SETHI : Will 
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to 
state : 

(a) what role has been played by our 
exporters of Indian opium in foreign 
market; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the per-
formance of our trade in this regard is 
very poor; and 

(C) if so, the reasons behind it and 
the efforts made by our Government in 
this regard ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE JN 
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE rSHRI 
PATTABHI RAMA RAO) : (a) to (c) 
According to existing provisions, the 
Central Government is the sole exporter 

opium to various countri s to m t their 
medical and cientific requirements. 
During the pas·L few years, Indian opium 
has been facing increasing competition in 
the international marke t from alternate 
raw mater ials, namely poppy straw and 
concentrate of pJpp y straw. There has 
been a glob .J.l over-supp ly of opiate raw 
materia ls. To meet this itu tion, various 
steps such a" ensursng supp~rt in the 
interna tional for a t rad itional pro-
duce rs like [ndia, downward adjustment 
in the export p rice of op ium p rovi ion of 
incentive by way of d i c unts related to 
quantitie ordered, etc . have b~en taken 
and a a re ult the exports o f op ium are 
p icking up. As aglins t 444 tonnes and 
ab ut 585 tonne~ exported during 1980-
1981 and 1981-82 re pectively , we have 
exported 845 tonncs of opium during the 
year 1982- 83 . 
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