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. (b) whether it is a fact that the pump-
‘sets manufactured in India are not as good
‘as manufactured in advanced countries; and

(c) if so, what steps are being taken to
Aimprove technology to improve the quality
of pumpsets maufactured in India?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION (SHRI
RAM NIWAS MIRDHA): (a) Under the
Constitution ‘Water’ is a State subject. As
 such the programme for development of
ground water through construction of
dugwells, shallow and deep tubewells and
installation of electrical and diesel pump
“sets is taken up by the State Governments,
wherever feasible and within their financial
allocations, The programme is financed
mostly through mobilisation of institutional
« gources and farmers own private ‘invest-
ments.

The steps that are being taken to ac-
celerate the programme are as underi—

1. Allocating increased public sector
funds for minor irigation programme
(which includes ground water develop-
ment also) from year to year,

2. Mobilisation of institutional invest-
ment to the maximum extent possible.

3. Stepping up programme of energi-
sation of pumpsets and ensuring regular
and timely supply of power.

4. Strengthening State Ground water
organisations in respect of equipment for
accelerating the pace of micro-level
ground water investigation and develop-
ment,

5. Providing subsidies to eligible small
and marginal farmers for indivisual and
community minor irrigation schemes
under the Integrated Rural development
programme,

' 6. Vigorous review and monitoring of
the programme at all levels.

The drought prone area programme

- {DPAP) a Centraly Sponsored Programme
is presently being carried out in 510 blocks
in 69 districts of 13 States, The develop-
ment and management of irrigation re-
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sources which includes ground water deve-
lopment is one of the items covered under
this programme. An allocation of Rs, 15
lakhs per annum per block for entire pro-
gramme is made which is shared equally
between the Central and the State Gov-
ernment.

The steps indicated above for accelerat-
ing the development of ground water are
also applicable to drought prone area pro- -
gramme in the country.

(b) and (c) Pumpsets of good quality are
being manufactured in India and are com-
parable is pumps being manufactureq by
other countries.
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