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_ICAR Experimental . Programme on Bar-
i ren and Sandy Land

; 2436, SHRI N E: HORO: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state: .

(a) whether Government have noticed
tha; the barren and sandy land near the
banks of the Ganges river is increasing
every year; :

. (b) whether any exerimental programme
had been made by the Indian Council of
Agricultura] Research in the land of such
areas so that it may be useful for agricul-
tural purposes; ang

(c) if so, the details in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(RAO BIRENDRA SINGH): (a) Accord-
ing to the report of study team on Diara
areas of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, 2.4
millon hectares is subjected to flooding or
changes in the course of Ganges and its
tributaries. In view of the meandering and
frequent changes in the course of river, the
latest information on the extent of the sand
cast areas eand any changes in their cove-
rage in the recent past are not avail-
able.

(b) and (c) The Indian Council Agri-
‘cultural Research has . sanctioned an All
Indita Coordinated Research Project on
Diara Land Improvement from 1st April
1980 with centres in = N.D. University of
Agriculture & Technology, Faizabad
‘(U.P.) Rajendra Agricultural University,
.Sabour Compus (Bihar) and Assam Ag-
ricultural University with Research Cen-
tre in North Lakhimpur (Assam). The
project aims at developing soil and water
management technologies for improving
crop productio in such areas though suit-
able drainage and reclamation practices.
The total expenditure sanctioned during
the Sixth Five Year Plan is Rs. 40.00
lakhs ICAR share.

An Operational Research Project on
Management of Diara land has been in pro-
gress at Monghyr since October, 1975.
Some of the salient achievements are:

Indentification of most premising crop
varieties and demonstration of their high
vielg potentials on cultivators’ fields, such
as, Maize Diara composite (30-40 q/ha);

1

- summer paddy Pusa 2-21 and Pusa 33 (30-

37qfha); Moong Pusa Baisakhi 12(33:and
Kalai T-9 (10 to 12 gq/ha), Groundnut AK
12-24(10-12 q/ha). Maize composite varie«
ties Hi-starch and Laxmi and Svan most
suitable for winter cultivation yielding 50-65

-~ q/ha under irrigated -conditions. Under

rainfed condition wheat C-306 and K=
65 were observed to yield 20-qjha.

Supply of Industrial Timber.

2438. SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV;
Wil the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleaseq to state: '

(a) the requirement and supply of indus-
trial timber in the country; -

(b) what are the constraints faced by
the wood panelling industry and how do
Government propose to solve them; and

(c) the measures proposed by Governe
ment for larger availability of industrial
timber without pressure on forest wealth?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHR: /
YOGENDRA MAKWANA): (a) The re-
quirement and supply of industrial timber
is as under: '

Requirement: 25 million cubic metres

Supply: 13.5 million cubic metres
(figures pertain to the year 1980-81)

(b) and (c) The main constraints faced
by the wood panelling industry are:

(i) non-availability of adequate quan-
tity of ply logs; and

(ii) deterioration in the quality of tim.
ber due to time lag between felling, con-
version, transport and storage in the
depots and the actual supply- to the indus-

To deal with the shortage of industrial
timber including ply logs in the couatry,
the Government of India in the Ministry
of Agriculture (Department of Agriculture
and Cooperation) have time and again ad-
vised the State Forest Departments as well
as the State Forest Development Corpora- »
tions for increasing plantations of species of
industrial importance. For augmenting sup-
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* ply of forest raw material, it has also been

suggested that the industry should persuade
 farmers to plant trees under farm forestry.
. The Foresy Research Institute & Colleges,
Debhra Dun and the Indian Plywood
Industries "~ Research Institute,
Bangalore have been asked to undertake
tests on suitability of different timber species
for improvement in supply position of ply
Jogs to the industry. Regarding prevention
of deterioration in guality of timber, the
State Forest Departments and the State
Forest Development Corporations have been
advised to prevent delay in supplying the
timber
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