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Escalation in cost of Rajasthan Canal

2396. DR. A. U. AZMI:
SHR]I MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:

Wil] the Minister of IRRIGATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact tha¢ the publi-
cation division of the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting has released a
book “Sands Bloom by Mr. Bhisham Pal”
highlighting the inordinate delay in the ex-
ecution of the prestigious Rajasthan Canal
project which was started in 1958 and
scheduley to be completed in 1973 at an
estimated cost of Rs. 66.45 crores which
has now galloped to Rs. 450 crores;

(b) if so, reasons thereof together with
steps taken to complete the project accord-
ing to a time bound programme; and

(c) whether the delay in the completion
of the canal is causing a loss of nearly
Rs. 300 crores a year in terms of revenues
earned by cultivating crops in the additio-
nals areas to be irrigated by the canal?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION (SHRI
RAM NIWAS MIRDHA): (a) and (b).
The publication mentioned by honourable
Member has come to the notice of this
Ministry. The project is being executed by
the Rajasthan State and inadequate alloca-
tion of funds by the State Government in
initial stages has been the main reason for
delay in completion of the project. Also
the Project has been revised from time to
time due to increase in its scope, Ag per
1970 project estimates the Project in its
present form was scheduled to be com-
pleted by 1980-81 at a cost of Rs. 207.00
crores. According to the latest estimates
its cost is likely to be Rs. 534.5 crores.
The State Government has now adopted
a programme under which the main canal
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almost in all respects and  distribution
channels. mostly unlined are scheduled
to be completed by March 1985, The
remaining works of completion and lining
of disributaries will spill over to the Sev-
enth Plan,
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Demand of Fertilisers by Orissa for 1982-
83

2398. SHRI RASABEHARI BEHRA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state: :

(a) The total demand of fertiliser sent
by the Government of Orissa for the year
1982-83;





