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5482. S RI RAMPRASAD AHIR-
WAR: 

SHRI SURAJ BHAN : 
HRI ATAL BIHARI 

VAJPAYEE : 
SHRI MADHAVRAO 

SCINDIA: 

Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TUR be pleased to Jay a statement 
showing: 

(a) whether Gov rnment are aware 
of a st udy report of the Delhi Centre 
for Science and nvironment that 
more than 50 per cent of Indian 
agricultural land is threat ned by 
severe erosin and salinity water-logg-
ing and desertification and also as a 
result thereoC the area pr ne to floods 
has increased much in the past d c de; 

(b) the facts in this regard and 
T medial mea. urcs being taken ; 

(c) how much area has been thus 
affected in the past decade by soil ero .. 
sion. alinity, water logging and deserti-
ficat ion ; and 

(d) th xact impact of water 
logging and silting on increa e of 
fl ods in the past decade? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF GRICULTURE 
(SHRI YOG NDRA MAKWANA) : (a) 
and (b) It is estimated that about 175 
million ha. ~ compflsmg 53.3% of 
the country's geographical area f 328 
million ha . is subject to soil rosion 
and land degradation. Th; includes 
about ] 05 million ha. of cultivable 
land. 20 million ha. of fore. t land and 
8 milli n ha. f n n~fo:-c ,t land ~ be ide 
about 43 milli n ha. of various types 
o(land subject to degradation th rough 
pecial problem" su ... h as water logging, 

al alinity & salinity, ravines & ~ullic , 
sh ifting cult ivat ion desert ificat ion, etc. 

The Govmm nt b:ls been c n ciou. 
of th se problem and t he need f r 
acti n t tac I th ... m· Ilce mQlti-
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directional s i1 and water con rvati n 
programme have been . iuitiat d fr m 
the irst Fiv Year Pl~n and iml -
m nted thr< ugh the entral and tat 
ector. The r s u rt;es iuciude control 

of erosion, harv sting and rue of 
rain-water, affore tation, plantation 
and grass-land development. Central 
as istance is being provided to the 
Stat f r ],ndu e ~urvey, pri rity 
delineation of watershed a \ 'ell a 
execution of programmes in the catch-
ments of river va lJey projects nd 
floods prone dver under which about 
574 priority watersheds spread over 
37 catchments are being treated . Pro-
grammes for the con ervation of the 
H imalayan ecosystem~ reclamation f 
ravine as well a areas affected by 
alkalinity and for control of shifting 
cultivation have a lso been u ldertaken. 
A National L~nd Board and a National 
Land Resources & CO.lservatjon and 
Development ommission have been 
set up to take care of the problem 
and pol icy i~ ues relat ing to health 
and are of the soil and ils. cientifi 
management. Till 1981-82 an area of 
32.1 million ha. had been lreated at 
a cost of Rs. 1372 .93 ero .. s in the 
Central and State Sectors. 

(c and (d) In ab enec of r p at 
surveys covering the entire country 
at intervals the variations in the areas 
affe ted by differenl soil er sion and 
land degradation problems and 1 heir 
effect on f1o~d s in the past decade" arc 
not avaibble. The c timates of the 
total problcm a r\!as prepared from lh 
aV4lilabic informal i n indicate that 
about 150 mill ion. ha. is ubj ct t 
erosion by water and wind. 7 million 
ha . degrad d \hr ugh alkalinity 
. alin i ty and 6 million ha . thr u:;.h 
wat er logging . 

ApprOl'al of }\fajor Trrigation Pr jcct 
for Orissa 

5483. SHRI HARIHAR 
Will the Mini tcr of IRR[OA I 
pi as 'd to tale: 

(a) the nam f th m j r irriga-
tion project f the tate of Ori ~ 




