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~ ~ fe.ilr!'t lfi1· ilr~qt • '11W!f'f RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI R. V. 
SWAMINATHAN): (a) Yes, Sir. A 
study entitled "Instability in Ioruan Food-
grains Production" by Peter B. R. Hazell 
at tbe International Food Policy Research 
Institute, bas pointed to the unstable nature 
of foodgrain production in tne. ;ountry 
despite impressive increases. The Study 

however clearly underlines that ''A large 
part of the increase in production instabi-
lity probably bas to be liccepted as a 
necesary consequence of successful agricul-
tural growth". 

(b) Due to effects of droughts and floocrs 
from time to tirne food productiou is 
affected. 

. ( c) It has been the constant endeavour 
of the Government 1.0 increase and stabilise 
the production Of foodgrains. The. various 
measures taken in tbis  direction are as fol-
lows:-

(i) Extending irrigation facilities to 

unirrigated areas and efficient utilization 
of the available water resources; 

(ii) Introduction of hi'tth-yielding and 

~hort duration varieties of crops; 

(iii) Adoption of improved technology 
includ.ing water harvesting and moisture 

conservation, for cultivation of crops in 
drylands and under rain-fed conditions; 

( iv) Timely availability of various 
farm inputs to the farmers; 

( v) Increased and balanced 11se of 

fertilizers; 

(vi) Regular monitoring of die.set and 
electric power supplies for irrigation 
purposes; 

(vii) Intensive extension efforts to 
bring about transfer of technology at 
the farm level; 

(viii) Extension of credit facilitil!s to 
the farmers; and 

(ix) Implementation of contingency 
production plans to mitigate the adverse 
e.ffect.s of drought and t1oods: 
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