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mentation. The Orissa Government have 
submitted a project for collection of sal-
seeds in the Mayurbhanj district and for 
setting up a solvent extraction plant for 

processing them. The project report is 
being finalised. Projects in the case of 
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh are also under 
.final isa tlo n. 

Re~arch Conducted by s-cientis~ for Op~ 
timum use of Chemical fertilizers 

1192. SHRI H. N. NANJE GOWDA: 
Will the ·Minister of AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Scientists have conduc-
ted research on the optimum use of che· 
mical fertilizers; 

(b) if so, how far it will be effective 
for the fertilizers; and 

(c) other steps takim/proposcd to be 
taken to conduct a thorough research on 
fertilizer6 by Government? 

THE MJNISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI R. V. 
SWAMINATHAN): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) In order to determine the time, me-
thod, rates and sources of fertilizers for 
different cropping systems more than 

' 10,000 fertilizers trials at experimental 
stations and on farmers• fields are <"'.Onduc· 
ted annually in various parts of the coun· 
try. A network of 332 soil testing labora-
tories also analyse 'about 12 million soil 
samples for recommending judicious use 
of fertilizers. These efforts have con-
tributed towards better profitability 1rom 
fertilizers use and have helped to enhance 
fertilizer use efficiency. However, con-
sidering the vastness of the country, with. 
varied soil, crop arid climatic conditions 

' agricultural research including fertilizers 
use will be further strengthened with the 
establishment of a network of agaricultu-

ral experimental Stations under the Na· 
tional Agricultural Research Project. 

( c) The Indian Council of Agrieul· 
tural Research is constantly "incorporating 
new technologies for making fertilizer 
use. more efficumt. Besides impro~ment 

in soil test methodology and intensifica-
tion of soil testing service, efforts are also 
being made to popularise the use of bio-
fertilizers. Research on soil test crop 
responSe correlation is also simultaneously 
being carried out at several Centres for 
providing a better/optimum return from 
fertilizers use • 
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