1y Written Answers

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
JANARDHANA POOJARI): (a) and
(b). The percentage of advances by
public sector banks to agriculture to
their aggregate advances was 14.6 per
cent as at the end of December 1979
which increased to 15.5 per cent as at
the end of December 1980. The total
agricultural credit increased from
Rs. 2583 crores# as at the end of
December 1979 to Rs. 3460 crores as
at the end of December, 1980. The
banks have been directed that their
agricultural advances should consti-
tute 1fi per cent of their total advances
by 1#85. Thig is an a.l-India target
and therefo-e, no State-wise compari-
sons ar# made in the banks perfor-
mance in this regard. The agricultural
credit of public sector banks in the
Staté of Orissa was Rs. 53.01 crores
as at the #nd of Derember 1979 which
increased to Rs. 78.55 crores as at the
cnd of Decembsr 1980. These zon-
stituted 33.2 per cent and 25.¢ per ‘ent
respectively of the total advances of
public s#ctor banks in Orissa. The
banks have also been advised that
their advances to the weaker sections
in the agricultural sector should reach
the lev#ll of 50 per cent of their lirect
agricultural advances by 1983.
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