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country becoming self-sufficient in 
this matter?

Shri S. K. Patil: That is also an
other consideration. But when we 
talk of a longer period, it is not 
longer than five years.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe
ther it is a fact that another five 
year agreement between the two coun
tries is being signed and, if so, whe
ther the terms and conditions are the 
same as are obtaining in the five year 
agreement that is still under oper
ation? Further, in regard to the pur
chase of 150,000 tons, may I know 
whether it is going to be in Indian 
currency or whether any foreign ex
change is involved? At the same 
time, may I know whether Burma 
is going to make purchases of com
modities from this country in view of 
this rice deal?

Shri A. M. Thomas: With regard to 
the second agreement my senior col
league has already answered. It is 
only under consideration. It is only at 
the proposal stage. With regard to the 
incurring of foreign exchange in con
nection with the supplementary 
agreement entered into for the import 
o f one lakh odd tons, the idea is that 
we will not incur any additional 
foreign exchange. We will take into
account the average of imports of 
Burma from India. If anything is 
done in addition, it is for that that we 
purchase rice.

Shri Hem Barua: Is it in Indian 
currency?

Shri A. M. Thomas: It would be in 
Indian currency in the sense that we 
will be paying in our own goods.
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Shrimati Da Palehoadlmri: It la said
in the statement that the cabins have 
not been built because the workers do 
not have proper accommodation and 
food. Will the department of tourism 
see to it that the workers do have 
accommodation and food so that these 
log cabins can be built?

Kiri Raj Bahadur: Many of these 
log cabins are proposed to be situated 
at places which are snow-bound for a 
number of months during the year. 
At those places it is not possible for
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us to provide the necessary accom- 
modation at that time, and that is 
why it has been stated in the state- 
ment that certain facilities and ameni
ties necessary for the workers are not 
possible to be provided there.
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Shri C. B. Pittabhi Raman: . Con
sidering the number ol pilgrims com
ing to these parts from all over India, 
are attempts being made to have at 
least more dharmasalas on the way 
to Badri, Kedar and Gangotri?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I did not catch the 
•question.

Mr. Speaker: Are attempts being 
made to have more dharmasalas, etc?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Exactly.

Shri Thirumala Rao: Has the Minis
ter visited Bardinath once at least?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I have visited 
Badrinath once. Apart from that, 
keeping in view the large number of 
people coming from all parts of the 
country to Badrinath for yatra, w« 
have provided log cabins. There is 
provision for the construction of rest 
houses also in the Kailas-Manasarowar 
route, at Darachula, Khela, Sirka, 
Jipti, Malpa, Garbyang, Gunji and 
Kala Pani, etc. There is provision 
of Rs. 2 72 lakhs in Part I of the Plan 
for the construction of rest houses at 
these places.
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Shri Raj Bahadur: Confronted with 
these complaints, I and another U.P. 
Minister undertook the trip and tried 
to attend to these complaints. We 
have already made a grant of about 
Rs. 35 lakhs for the improvement of 
certain Sections of the road to Badri
nath. We have made another grant 
now of about Rs. 8 lakhs for the fur
ther improvement of certain other 
sections which happen to be very 
dangerous and difficult portions on the 
route. I think many of the difficult 
precipices and bunds of the route will 
be improved and the gradient of the 
road will also be improved.
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Shri Raj Bahadur: I think so far as 
Gangotri and Yamunotri are concern
ed, we have not done much about 
that particular route. It is more diffi- 
cut than the Badrinath route. I have 
not seen that.
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Shri Kamal Singh: Apart from the 

shortage of rest house accommodation 
on the route to Badrinath, is the hon. 
Minister aware that there is really a 
shortage of rest house accommodation 
in Badrinath itself and whether any 
steps have been taken to relieve that 
shortage?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We are very well 
aware that there is very acute short
age of rest houses. We are also aware 
that a large number of educated 
people go there, not only for pil
grimage but also for sight-seeing. 
Tourists go there for seeing the 
Himalayas and so on. That is why 
we are anxious to expedite the ex
pansion and improvement of rest 
house accommodation on these ruotes 
as quickly as possible.

Mr. Speaker: He wants to know 
about Badrinath itself.

Shri Raj Bahadur: So far as the 
routes are concerned, the rest house 
accommodation is very insufficient and 
we are trying our best in collabora
tion with the U.P. Government to im
prove things. So far as Badrinath 
itself is concerned, the Badrinath 
town is administered by the Badrinath 
Temple Trust and the secretary looks 
after everything. The U.P. Govern
ment are very well aware of the con
ditions there and they will try to im

prove it; essentially it lies within 
their jurisdiction.

Export of Locomotives, Wagons tad  
Coaches

*+•
fShri AJH Singh Sarhadi:

*U3. -{ Shrimati Psrvathl Krtshnsm 
| Shri N ifi Keddy:

Shri Warior:
Will the Minister of Railways be 

pleased to refer to the reply given to 
Starred Question No. 518 on the 17th 
August, 1859 and state:

(a) whether any avenue of export 
of locomotives, wagons and coaches 
has since been found to earn foreign 
exchange; and

(b) if so, where and to what- ex
tent?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Not so
far.

(b) Does not arise.
Shri Ajit Singh Sarhadi; May I 

know what specific steps have been 
taken to find avenues of export?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We addres
sed a questionnaire to all our mis
sions abroad. Also, a delegation of 
railway officers visited various coun
tries in South-East Asia and they also 
tried to assess various avenues of ex
port. But so far we have not been 
successful, although certain enquiries 
have been made by Thailand and 
Burma.

Shri Nagi Reddy: May I know whe
ther any estimate has been macte 
about the number of locomotives, 
wagons and coaches that will be avail
able for export?

The Minister of Railways (Shri 
Jagjivan Ram): It is not a question 
of estimates being made. We have 
surplus of metre-gauge wagons and 
locomotives. If we can find markets, 
we are in a position to manufacture 
more and supply them to those mark
ets.




