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Protection of Taj from Atmos=
pheric Pollution

1246. SHRI RAM VILAS
PASWAN:

SHRI RAJESH KUMAR
SINGH:

Will the Minister of EDUCA-

TION AND CULTURE  be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Taj is suffering
from corrosion;

(b) if so, whether the Central
Government have formulated any
plan to protect Taj Mahal from atmos-
pheric  pollution contributed by
Mathura Refinery: and

(c) if so, what are the details
thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCA-
TION AND CULTURE AND SO-
CIAL WELFARE (SHRI P. K.
THUNGON): (a) to (c). The marble
used in the construction of Taj Mahal
is comparatively less stable and get
weathered due to physicaland chemi-
cal actions. For preservation, structural
repairs are carried out as per Iequire-
ments according to archaeological prin-
ciples. The Mathura Refinery has not
been commissioned, however every
possible precaution is being taken to
keep the pollutants emanating from
it at the lowest level so that no damage
is caused to the monument. Afforesta-
tion of the area around Agra with
high growing trees and plants which
absorb gases is proposed. The Sstones
of the Taj Mahal are to be treated with
preservative chemicals with proven
efficacy, for which preservatives are
being tested at site and in the labora-
tory of the Archaeological Survey.





