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broad conclusions u  to how the In
fection is caused; and

(c) the number of children who 
died due to Encephalitis during the 
period August, 1958 to January, 1959?

The Minister of Health (Shri Kar- 
aaarkar): (a) and (b). ''Encephalitis 
means the inflammation of the brain. 
This can be caused by a variety of 
causes which include infection with 
known Bacteria and viruses. The 
recent epidemics of encephalitis in 
children are presumably due to virus
es.

Epidemic encephalitis due to virus 
falls in the following two categories:—

(i) That due to a virus transmit
ted by an insect, such as the 
mosquito. An epidemic Of 
this infection occurred in 
South India about two years 
ago and, even now, a few 
sporadic cases are being not
ed. This epidemic was dia
gnosed as due to the Japanese 
B encephalitis virus, trans
mitted by a mosquito.

(ii) That due presumably to vir
uses excreted in the stools of 
patients, cases of which have 
occurred in many places in 
the country during the last 
three years, notably in 
Jamshedpur, Nagpur, Luck
now and Delhi. A number of 
viruses have been isolated by 
workers from these cases. 
They are at present under 
study. One of them might
turn out to be the cause of
the epidemics.

The epidemics which have been
mentioned above have also been
studied clinically, epidemiologically, 
•to The available evidence seems 
to indicate that these are due to an 
intestinal virus. This suggests that 
the infection spreads like other in
testinal infections, e.g., typhoid, dy- 
sentry, etc. through the agency of 
contaminated foodstuffs, flies and 
through insanitary conditions relating 
to water supply and sewage disposal. 
This view is supported by observa
tions made in other parts of the world.

(c) The requisite information Ii be
ing collected and it will be laid op 
the Table of Hie Lok Sabha in dm  
course.
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