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Evaluation of National Policy on Soil

5587. SHRI H. N. NANJE GOWDA:

Wiill the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state-

(a) whether it is a fact that at the
International  Conference of Soil
Science he had stated that a national
policy on soil should be evolved,;

{b) whether it is also a fact that he
hagd suggested that urbanisation should
not be dqne at the cost of agriculture;

{¢) whether Government are aware
that in Delhi more and more agricul-
ral land is being taken over by DDA
for the purpose of urbanisation; and

{(d) if so, whether Government will
call 5 halt to acquiring of agricultural
land henceforth in Delhi®

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
R.Y. SWAMINATHAN) (a) Yes, &Sir.
For efficient utilisation of land re-
sources, it was emphasized that land
policy should be evolved. It was sug-
gested that such a policy should in-
clude the following:

Assessment and inventory of soll
resources for all end users,
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Optimising the
ductivity through proper land
use, ,

Security of land tenure.

Preventing and combating soil
degradation through scientific
water management,

Awareness through educational
programmes.

Monitoring changes in productivi-

.ty and developing warning

.systemg and techniques to
overcome the impending
damage.

(b) It was suggested that the pro-
posed soil policy must aim at saving
as far as possible the high productivi-
ty landg for agricultural uses. Urban
expansion and new  gatellite ftowns
should be restricted to the marginal
lands,

(c) and (d). Consistent with the
essential rtedquirements of land for

urban growth every effort is made to
avoid the conversion of agricultural

land wherever possible.

Working Group on Pulp Wood
Plantation '

.5589. SHRI K. MALLANNA: will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to sxta'te;

(a) whether it ig a fact that Gov-
ernment had set up a Working Group
in 1981 to explore the possibilities of
raising pulp wood plantation as well
as work out the economics of planta-
tions and modalities of financing these
plantations;

(b) if so, whether Government have
received its report; and

(¢) if so, itg suggestions to Govern-
ment iz this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a). Yes, Sir.

(b) The Working Group has not
yet filnalised its report and the same

awaited.

(c) Question does not arise.
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