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(b) Coal is the cheape t among 
the feedstocks at their present 
prices for use in fer tiliser industry. 

Manufacture of Potash 

9764. SH RI P. RAJGOPALA 
NAIDU : Will the Minister of 
PETROLEUM, CHEM ICALS AND 
FERTILI ZERS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether pota. h is bting manu· 
factured in India ; 

(b) if so, how much; and 

tc) if not, the reasons thereof? 

TH MINISlER OF PE1 RO-
LEUM , CH EMICALS AND RTI-
LIZERS (SHRI P. SHIV SHA r_ 
KAR) : (a) No , Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The potential indigenous 
sources from which potash c uld be 
extracted have not been fo und to be 
commercially vi able for large scale 
operation. 

Inadequate facilities for A.T. R. 
Staff, Leh 

9765. SHRI P. NAMGYAL: 
Will the Mini tcr of INFOR 1A-
TION AND BROADCASl ING be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that Lada-
khi news bu lletins ar\; a lreauy being 
broadcast from the Leh tation of 
A.LR. with effect from the miud le of 
September, 1981 ; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that 
due to non-existence of monitorial 
staff, adequate office and resi<l en-
tial accommodation, independent 
tclophooc and other e c tial f ciJi .. 
tie ' th e keleton t r is facin1 reat 
hardship ; and 

(c) if the replies to the a bove be 
in the affirmative, what steps 
Governm nt propose to take to 
pr vide the e es ntia l facilities and 
when these a re likely to be made 
available ? 

THE MlNIST R OF INFOR· 
MATION AND BROADCASl lNG 
(8HRT VASANT SATRE) 
(a) : Yes, Sir. 

lb) and (c) . No, Sir. It may 
be mentioned, however , that the 
proposals for additional facilities 
of a technical aa<l no n-techni cal 
nature have been included for imple-
mentati n in the curren t Five Year 
Plan. 

Amount released to Karnataka Elec-
tricity Board for carrying out 
Rural Electrification Works 

9766. SHRI G. D EVARAYA 
NAIK: Will the M inister of 

NERG Y be plea ed to state : 

(a) the amount released to Karna-
taka Electricity Board for Rural 
Electrification w rk ~ r the years 
1979-80, a nd 1980-8 t ; 

(b) whether the amount relea ed 
for ru1 al electrificati n work in the 

tate f, r the years l 979-80 and 
l 980-8 I has been u ti Ii ed; and 

(c) if it ha not been fully utilised 
th reas n" thereof? 

'I H HNI 1 LR 0 ST ATE IN 
lHE MINlSTRY 0 ENERGY 
(SHRl VJ}I.. RAM MAHAJAN) ; 
(a) Rural I=.lectr i fi~ation Corpora-
tion which provide financia l as is-
tancc to the S1ate Electricity Boards 
t r implem ntatio n f rura l electrifi-
cation schemes, had disbursed loan 
in talment amounting to Rs. 432 
lakhs <luring 1979-80 and Rs. 576 
Jakhs J uring 1980-81, to the 
K rnata a St Le Electricity Bo rd in 
r pect of Rural E1cctrl tion 
Schem 1 cdoncd in Karnataka. 
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(b) and (c). Out of the total 
amount of Rs. 10 8 lakhs di bursed 
by Rural Elcct r· ficatiou Corporation 
to Karnataka State Electricity Board 
during the years 1979-80 and 1980-
81, the expenditure incurred i re-
ported to be of R . 930 lakh . The 
balance amount of Rs. 78 lakhs 
represents un-utilised fund , on 
account of s1 w pr g1 c s in executinn 
of project which i mainly due to 
organi ational a.nu admini trative 
con trainl f the State ElccLricity 
Board, draught c nditions in Llmc 
parts of the State ~uch as R ai hur 
district, exce s rains in s )! 1 other 
parts f the St~te ·uch as N rth 
Kanara and delay in fore t cl arance, 
in some area covered under the 
rural electrification scheme such a 
North Kanara, Chikmagalur, 
Shimoga and Corg Di . trice . 

Ne I tern aptioned "Gujarat, 
Bibar U. C. G. Project Fail 

To Take-Otr' 

9767. SHRI HARI ATHA rvt lSRA 
Will the Mini ·tcr n. PE:. ROL U:\f, 
CH MICALS AND fl~RTILIZERS 
be pleased to ta te : 

(a) whether G vcrnment's atten-
tion has been drawn to the new -item 
caplioned ''Gujarat, Bihar, U.C.G, 
proj ect~ fail to take-off" in the. 
Economic I ime dated 31st March. 
1982; 

(b) if so, whether the Under-
ground Coal G.i ificati n (UCG) 
projects propos to be un ertak n 
in Gujarat and Bihar on a pilot 
scale have f iled to even get off the 
ground; 

(c) whether the Indian response 
to Soviet propo als for technica l 
collaboration for elting up of a 
couple of shall w-depth UCG 
pr ~ects in the abonJon <l al bdts 
of Bihar and Madhya Pead h has 
bcco extremely tardy; • 

(d) whether instead of quickly 
responding to offers of technical 
tie-ups in this newly developing area 
of know-how with a vasr potential, 
Gover nment are engaged in squabble 
about jurisdiction of U~G projects: 
and 

(e) if s , tlie rea ons therefor ? 

THt MI IS £R OF PETRO-
LEUM, C H E I\J.l C A L S A N D 
F.t.RTILLZERS (SH RI P. SHIV 
SHANKl:.R) (a) Yes, Sir, 

(b) No specific pr0posal is under 
n ic.Jeration. 

(c to (eJ. 1 1 e Embassy of the 
USSR in India had sounded the 
Gov rnment of India for availing 
technic·1l :i i tance f that country 
in etting up of undergro und coal 
ga ificati n at sh~llow depths. As 
tie Gvv rnment of India have not 
yet taken a decision to undertake 
any project for underground gasifi-
cation at 'ihallow depths in the 
country, the prop . ri l or USSR 
a ,j ranee c uJd not be considered 
at tb i. stage. 

News-Item Captioned ''D. V. C. 
R evival'' 

9768. SHRI HARINATHA 
MISRA : Will the Mini ter of 

NERGY be pleased to state : 

(a) whelh r G vernment's atten-
ti n has b 11 drawn to the editorial 
comment under the caption .. DVC 
revival" a · publi heJ in the Economic 
Times in it i~suc dated 24 March 
19 2; ' 

(b) if o, whether as against a 
total en1;rgy generation of 4 269 
million ll nit-; in 1980·8 l the uvc' has 
already generat\;d 5,770 milli n units 
of energy till March, 1 thi year 
~ith~ut having extra generating capa· 
c~ty m tho atystcm; 




