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Russian Presence in Afghanistan

755. PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is true that the Soviet
troops continue to occupy Afghanistan
and there is no prospect of withdrawal
of the troops in the near future; and

(b) if so, what efforts are peing made
by the Government as an important
spokesman of the non-aligned nations,
to secure the withdrawal of Soviet
troop; and normalisation of political
climate in Afghanistan?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA
RAQ): (a) Soviet troops conlinue in
Afghanistan. How long they are likely
to stay is not clear yet, ag there has
been little perceptible movement to-
wards the process of seeking a negotia-
ted political settlement.

(b) India has consistantly advocated
a negotiateq political settlement of the
Afghanistan issue. The Government
have continued their consultations with
all the concerned parties as also with a
number of countrieg in the region, and
outside, as also with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations with a
view to easing tension in the region;
for facilitating a political solution in
Afghanistan; and for the creation of
conditions in which Soviet troops could
be withdrawn from that country.
India’g efforts to promot, the search for
a political solution also found expres-
sion in the consensus on the situation
in Afghanistan at the Non-aligned For-
eign Ministers Conference held in New
Delhi in February, 1981.
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Construction of 3 Byepass to Ease Con-
gestion of Sher Shah Suri Marg in
Panipat

757. SHRI SURAJ BHAN: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that there
is acufeé congestion of traffic consis-
ting of bullock carts/thelas, rick-
shaws, cycles and other vehicles in
addition to the regular heavy traffic on
Sher Shah Suri Marg in Panipat town





