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Delhi—Proposals were notified on

) Ihe 17th September, 1981 to revise the

¥ “minimum rates of wageg in 26 schedu-
‘led employments,

Goa’ Daman & Diu.—Draft propo-
sals to revise minimum wageg in dgri-
culture were notified on the 26th
February 1981.

Pondichery.—Draft proposals were
notifieq on the 12th January 1982 for
revision of minimum wageg in the em-
ployment in agriculture in respect of
Karaikal region,

‘Scientific Study of Medicinal Plants

§596. SHRI GHULAM RASOOL KO-
CHAK: Wil the PRIME MINISTER
be pleased {o state:

(a) whether any study or survey is
under consideration of a ecientific
study of medicinal plants in various
areas of the country;

! {b) whether it is a fact that several
medicinal plants had become extinct
and others faced extinction in near
future; and

(c) if so, the steps proposeg to be
taken to check the same?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ELECTRONICS AND
ENVIRONMENT AND OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENT (SHRI C.P.N. SINGH):
(a) Yes, Sir. The Botanical Survey of
Irrfia has conducted surveys in many

“parti of the country on medicinal
plants.

) (b) According to the studies made

by the Botanical Survey of India’ no
' medicinal plants have o far been re-
ported as extinct, However, some spe-
cieg like Aconitum species Coptis teeta,
Dioscorea species. Rauvolfia species
Podophyllum hexandrum etc. have
kS0wn to pecome threatened due to
large scale extraction for export/do-
» mestic medicinal purposes.

W

(c) Botanical Survey of India is
making a status survey of such
threalened planis and trying to grow
samples of many rare species in it®
botanic gardens for their survival.

Availability of Raw Material for
Paper Industr

597. SHRI GHULAM RASOO1, KO-
CHACK.: Will the Minister of INDUS-
TRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether the availability of raw
material is retarding the production
for the paper industry; and

(b) what steps Government propose
to take for ensuring sustained availa-
bility of raw material to the industry?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
NARAYAN DATT TIWARI): (a) and
(b). Although overal] production of
paper ang paper board ig registering a
steady growth in certain regiongs capa-
city utilization has been adversely af-
fected due to the fact that availability
of primary foregst based raw materialg
is limited. Stepgs are being taken to
promote industry oriented plantations
of fast growing pulpwooq species and
to encourage utilization of gecondary
raw materialg such as agricultural re-
sidues, bagasse, waste paper etc.
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