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Atmospheric Pollution Due to Coal

533. SHRIMATI USHA PRAKASH
CHOUDHARI: Will the PRIME
MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
coal handling plants, open washeries,
discharge of effluents, open cast min-
ing and the inflow of slurry in mining
have been posing severe ecological
imbalance and atmospheric pollution;
and

(b) :f so, whether any sieps or guide-
lines are under consideration of Go-
vernment to restore ecological balance
and form pollution prevention an inte-
gral part of various mining schemes
in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
. DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ELECTRONICS AND
ENVIRONMENT AND OCEAN DFVE-
LOPMENT (SHRI C. P. N. SINGH):
(a) and (b) Yes Sir. These activities
may cause ecological disruption and
atmospheric pollution if adequate en-
vironmental management practices are
not adopted. At present effective steps
are being taken by concerned agencies
to minimise pollution effect in such pre-
jects. Discharge of eiflucnts "3 subiject (o
consent accorded by Central or Siate
Boards for Prevention and Control of
Water Pollution and are accorded if
the effluent conform to the prescribed
standards.

Standards for air emissions for such
operations are yet {o be adoptéd A
. Working Group of Experts constitutad
by the Department of Environment
has formulated guidelines for incorpo-
rating environmental concerns into
mining projects. These guideline have
been circulated to all the concerned
ministries and mining organisations In
respect of the rnew mining projects,
action has been initiated to make anti-
pollution measures an integral part of
the mining projects. An Expert Com-
mittee has also been set up by the De-
partment of Environment to review
the environmental aspects of the new
mining projects. Similar acticn had
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earlier been taken in respect of indus-
trial projects.
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