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Production of Molasses and Alcohol

297. SHRI1 ZAINAL ABEDIN :
SHRI MUKUNDA MANDAL.:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERT ILIZERS
be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal
to increase the output of molasses
and alcohol so that the alcohol-
based industries do not suffer; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PETRO-
LEUM, CHEMICALS AND FER-
TILIZERS (SHRI P. SHIV SHAN-
KAR) (a) and (b). In our country,
alcohol 1s produced by fermentation
of molasses which is a by-product in
the manufacture of sugar. Hence,
even though there is sufficient disti-
llation capacity in the country, the
total production of alcoholin any
given year is determined by the pro-
duction of sugar.

In order to improve the availabi
lity of alcohol, the State Govern-
ments have been requested (i) to
ensure that all available molasses is
gainfully used (li) to encourage the
use of Khandsari molasses for alco-
hol production and (iii) to ensure
creation (by sugar factories) of ade-
quate and proper storage facilities
for molasses.

The Government had also set up

a Committee of technical experts to





