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'Will the Minister of Commerce aad 
Industry be pleated to state:

(a ) the comparative figures of pro
duction of tea upto the end of July, 
in 1957 and 1958;

(b ) the estimated increase in pro
duction this year over the last year’s 
production;

(c ) whether the price, common tea 
is fetching is uneconomical; and

(d ) i f  so, the steps Government pro
pose to take in the matter?

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry (Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri):
(a ) and (b ). Production upto the end 
of July:—

1957 .. 274,333,000 lbs.
1953 .. 293,605,000 lbs.

It is too early to forecast the total 
production in whole of year 1958.

(c ) and (d ). Up-to-date data about 
cost of production in various regions 
is not available and it is not possible 
to say that the prices fetched by com
mon tea are economic or uneconomic. 
The industry maintains that the prices 
of these teas are not remunerative and 
wants some relief in export duty to 
withstand competition from other 
parts of the world. The trend of re
cent exports has, however, been satis
factory.

State Plans

2833. Shri Ram Krishan: W ill the 
Minister of Planning be pleased to 
state:

(a ) whether it is a fact that the 
Planning Commission has started dis
cussions with representatives of State 
Governments on the re-assessment of 
their programmes in the last two 
years of the Plan and the measures to 
raise the requisite additional resources; 
and

(b ) if sp, tbf* remit# of the discus
sions hnlrf ia  ttnrt

The Deputy Minister *t Planning
(Shri S. N. Mia|um): (a ) The Planning 
Commission is at present having dis
cussions with the States regarding as
sessment of financial resources for the 
last two years of the Plan. At these 
discussions the question of reassess
ment of their programmes is not being 
discussed.

(b ) So far, discussions with six 
States, viz., Mysore, West Bengal, 
Madras, Bombay, Andhra Pradesh and 
Orissa have been concluded. It will 
be possible to give the results of these 
discussions only after all the dis
cussions have been concluded.

Finance for Tea Gardena

2834. Shri P. C. Borooah: WiU the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a ) whether it is a fact that a sug
gestion has recently been received 
from the State Government of Assam 
to convene a conference of tea inte
rests, financiers and Government re
presentatives for determining the 
procedure of block finance to the tea 
gardens;

(b ) if so, the reactions of Govern
ment thereto; and

(c) whether the question of closed 
tea gardens w ill also be taken up in 
the proposed conference?

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry (Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri):
(a ) The Government of Assam were 
proposing to have a conference for 
the purpose.

(b) The matter is under correspon
dence with the State Government.

(c ) Does not arise.

Demolition of Huts near Ashoka Hotel.

2885. Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: WiU 
the Minister of Works, Housing and 
Supply be pleased to state:

(a ) whether Government are aware 
of the fact that labourers residing In




