g09 - Written Answers

Discovery of New Wheat Seed to
Increase Yield

8514. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL RED-
DY: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Punjab Agriculture University has
discovered a new type of wheat geed
which will increase the yield per acre
of land to an appreciable extent;

(b) if so, which are the States in
India which have fried these seeds;
and

(c) whether other States will also
take to experimenting these seedg in
order to increase the yield?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) Yes,
Sir. A durum wheat variety DWL
5023 with high yield potential and
having better degree of resistance to
vellow and brown rusts and Karnal
Bunt than other commercial varieties
such as Sonalika, WL 711, Arjun elc,
have been developed recently.

(b) and (c¢). This variety is con-
sidered suitable for commercial culti-
vation under timely sown, irrigated
good fertility conditions in the plains
of Jammu, Punjab, Western TUttar
Pradesh, Eastern Haryana, Delhi and
parts of Rajasthan. The variety was
tested for three years in the above
mentioned States before it is recom-
mended for cultivation in them.

Coﬁversion of Marginal Farmers into
Viable Farmers

8515. SHRT N. E. HORO: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that a num~
ber of farmers have turned to be
marginal year after year during last
five years; and )
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(b) if so, what are the detailg re-
garding the measures adopted to be
taken by the Government to see that
the marginal farmerg are turned into
viable farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRIES OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI R. V. SWAMINATH-
AN): (a) The data on the number
of marginal farmers during the last
five years are not available. Agri-
cultural Census (with reference
period) 1980-81 is currently in pro-
gresg and its results are expected in
1983, Only after that a comparative
study with the data of 1976-77 Agri-
cultural] Census could be made.

(b) Does not arise,
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