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ment propose to augment tourist faci-
litieg at Amritsar so that it may help
the couniry t, earn better foreign
exchange?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI A. P.
SHARMA) : (a) Effective from 3rd
January, 1982 Air-India introduced
twice weekly flights via Amritgar to
Birmingham. Passenger uplift on nine
flishts which operated in the month
of January, 1982 is as follows:—

Birmingham—Amritsar— 243
Amritsar—Birmingham— 362

(b) At present twice weekly ope-
ration is adequate to cater to the
traffic potential. If additional flights
are warranted by growth in traffic
potential, the position will be review-
ed.

(¢) The present traffic between
Birmingham and Amritsar is mostly
ethnic. At present in Amritsar there
are four hotels on the approved lis:
of the Deartment of Tourism with
123 rooms. Two hotel projects have
been approved which when completed
will add 284 rooms io the existing
capacity,

Wholesale Price Index
212. SHRI R. L. BHATIA:

SHRI G. NARSIMHA
REDDY: ~

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it iS 2 fact that during

last six months there has been &
steady fall in the wholesale price in-
dex in the country;

(b) if so, the commodities wheare
the price level has remained steady
or hag fallen during this period;
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(c) whether the fall in wholesale
prices has recorded a reciprocal fall
in the retail price level of commodi-
ties and if not, whether Government
have tried to find out how this is
being cornereqd by the middlemen and
if so, their findings in this regard; and

(d) whether Government propose
considering to take gver the wholesale
trade of foodgrains so that the com-
mon man gets the benefit of fall in
wholesale prices and jf so, by what
time a decision in this regard will be
taken?

e

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE):
(a) and (b). The Wholesale Price
Index (1970-71—100) declined by 2.5
per cent in the last six months ie.
between July, 1981 and January, 1982.
A statement showing percentage va-
riations in various groups/sub-groups
and commodities ig attached.

(¢) The Wholesale Price Index and
the All India consumer Price Index
for Industrial Workers (which ijs used
for measuring changes in retail con-
sumer prices) have different composi-
tion and are basegq on different
weighting patterns. Thus, the two
series cannot move in absolutely
identical fashion. The djvergent move-
ments in the two series do not estab-
lish ipso facto that middlemen have
cornered the commodities.

(d) There is no proposal, as of now,
under the consideration of Govern-
ment t, take over the wholesale trade
of foodgrains. It may be mentioned.
in this connection, that CGovernment
protects the interests of the consumer
by caterlng tg theipr basic minimum
requirements of foodgrains, at fixed
prices, through the public distribution
system. Government is also adequate-
ly equipped with powers to deal with
anti-social elements indulging in
black-marketeering, hoarding and pro-
fiteering.
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Statement

Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices
(Base : 1970-71=100)

January  July Percentage

1982 1981 Variations

Jan. 1982

OovEer
e

All Commodities G 2 . . . . ; ; 278-7 285-7 —2°5

1. Primary Articles . . ’ . y ; . . 265+ 3 269:8 —1+%
(i) Food Articles ; ; . . x ¥ ; 2367 2407 —17

Foodgrains . . . . . . . . 273'3 238:8 —06

Cereals . . . P . . . ; 2194 216-% J-1'2

Pulses . . . . . . . . . 325-8 3477 —63

Fruits & vegetables ; : ‘ ; : ; . 237'9 229°2 +3-8
Milk & milk products . ‘ ; ; . : ; 2136 2071 431
Eggs, Fish & meat i ; : . . : . 3368 2054 ~+-14-0
Condiments & spices . . ; : . ’ . 1914 158-8 4205
(i) Non-food articles . ] ; ‘ . . 2396 2452 —2-3
Fibres " . . . . . g i 216-9 2190 — 10
Oilsceds . . . . . . . . 2489 2707 — 81

(iii) Minerals . : ] : . 3 : ; 11657 11754 — 08

II. Fuel, Power, Light & Lubricants . 2 : i % 4375 427+0 425
IIJ. Manufactured Products . . . : - . . 262-9 2750 — 44
(i) Food Products of which ; s 1 8 u 268:0  gay-2  — 181

Sugar, Khandsari & gur . . . . . . . 2811 382-0 — 26-4
Edible oils a : 4 : i : ” " i 2572 2718 — 54
oilcakes ; § ’ i g X 8 ; . 245°9 2606 —5+6
(ii) Baverages, tobacco and tabacco products . . 2191 218-4 -4-0°3

(i1i) Textiles ; ; ; : ; 3 ’ ; 2234 2238 —0"2

(iv) Paper & Paper products . . ; ; .‘ 2897 2708 -4-47:0

(v) Leather & Leather products ‘ : : ; 3609 3748 Q]

(vi) Rubber and rubber products . . ; . 2008 2777 47

(vii) Chemicals & chemical products . ’ . . 263-9 255°0 -+-3-5
(Viii) Non-metallic mineral products . . . : 215-3 2061 +-6:5
(ix) Basic metals, alloys & metal products : ‘ 914.4 3056 +2+9

(x) Machinery & Transport Equipment . . e 266-2 2618 +1+%






