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Fortotneac Possessions in India 
*1084. Shri Vajpayee: Will the

Prime Minister be pleased to state:
(a) whether Jt is a fact that the 

Portuguese Government have decided 
to replace Indian rupee by the Esendo 
as the monetary unit of their posses­
sions in India.

(b) if so, its repercussions; and
(c) the steps Government propose 

to take or have taken in the matter?
The Deputy Minister of External 

Affairs (Shrimati Lakshml Menon):
(a) We have seen press reports saying 
that the Portuguese Government have 
decided to introduce from 1st January 
1959 “Escudo” , instead of Portuguese 
rupia, as the unit of currency in the 
Indian territories under Portuguese 
possession.

(b) and (c). Since the Indian rupee 
ceased to be a legal tender in these 
areas a few years ago, the proposed 
change in the name only o f the unit of 
currency may not have any adverse 
effects on the Indian economy. It 
may, however, have some undersirable 
political consequences and we are 
considering what action the Govern­
ment o f India can and should take to 
avoid these.

Nteetour Teste
____ /  Sardar I«tml Singh:

^ Shri Raghunath Singh:
Will the Prime Minister be pleased 

to state:
(a) the names of countries who

supported India’s proposal in the
U.N. Assembly for suspension of 
nuclear and thermonuclear test ex­
plosions; and

(b) the stage at which the matter 
rests now?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister ot External Affairs (Shri 
Sadath All Khan): (a) and (b). During 
the last session of the General Assem­
bly, 23 countries supported India’s 
proposal for the suspension of nuclear 
and thermonuclear test explosions. 
They are: Albania, Bulgaria,
Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socia­
list Republic, Ceylon Czecho­
slovakia, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, 
Gautemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran, 
Mexico, Morocco, Nepa). Poland, 
Rumania, Sudan, Syria, Ukranian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and
Yugoslavia. Thus, including India’s 
own vote, the Indian draft resolution 
received 24 votes, but 34 countries 
voted against; 20 abstained. The reso­
lution was, therefore, not adopted.

Express Newspapers Building

*1970. Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: 
Will the Minister of Works, Housing
and Supply be pleased to stale.

(a) whether it is a fact that Messers 
E x p re s s  Newspapers Ltd., have been 
permitted to rent out the premises in 
New Delhi as against the terms on 
which land was sold on concessional 
rates; and

(b) if so, on what basis and what 
are the terms of new agreement?

The Deputy Minister of Works, 
Housing and Supply (Shri Anil K. 
Chanda): (a) and (b). A statement
is laid on the Table of the House, 
fSee Appendix IV, annexure No. 96.]




