$419  Written Answers

Sittwwwrd Wt & @wr wlew
( ot wv wwr wte) : TfFET W@
oy # fog i & B wg wodr alt
® gofior gEt @ % Rl R
R W ST WAeaTd  WAET
it w2 1w s W a7 fad
W@ O W oA g @ f5 oy
wy soreny wifgr AR 9 W ®
wta womr & wra & o oy § 0 W
® ot B T, afeem § S A
+# fagd ymd & fadly WA ® el
@R W owpr g & o A
F §ff wefafas omEw T ogAT ®
e &ﬁw&mtum,a@
T} o R EET O O
#Hify awadt & o A MywT 9 g9 ®
aafrafers sifyae $ gadA faaar gt

Portuguese Possessions in India

*1064. Shrl Vajpayee: Will the
Prime Minister be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that_fhe
Portuguese Government have decided
to replace Indian rupee by the Esendo
as the monetary unit of their posses-
sions in India.

(b} if so, its repercussions; and

(c) the steps Government propose
to take or have taken in the matter?

The Deputy Minister of External
Affairs (Shrimati Lakshmi Menop):
(a) We have seen press reports saying
that the Portuguese Government have
decided to introduce from 1lst January
1859 “Escudo”, instead of Portuguese
rupia, as the unit of currency in the
Indian territories under Portuguese
possession.

(b) and (c). Since the Indian rupee
ceased to be s legal tender in these
sreas a few years 8go, the prop9sed
change in the name only of the unit of
currency may not have any adverse
eftects on the Indian economy. It
may, however, have some undersirable
political consequences and we are
comsidering what action the Govern-
ment of India can and should take to
avoid these.

¢ SEPTEMBER 1968

Written Answers 5420

Nuclear Tests

Sardar Iqbal Singh:
'“‘"{ Shri Raghunath Singh:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) the names of countries who
supported India’'s proposal in the
U.N. Assembly for suspension of
nuclear and thermonuclear test ex-
plosions; and

(b) the stage st which the matter
rests now?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of External Affairs (Shri
Sadath All Khan): (a) and (b). During
the last session of the General Assem-
bly, 23 countries supported India’s
proposal for the suspension of nuclear
and thermonuclear test explosions.
They are’ Albéania, Bulgaria,
Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socia-
st Republic, Ceylon Czecho-
slovakia, Egypt, Finland, Ghana,
Gautemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran,

Mexico, Morocco, Nepal. Poland,
Rumania, Sudan, Syria, Ukranian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of

Soviet  Socialist Republics and
Yugoslavia. Thus, including India’s
own vote, the Indian draft resolution
received 24 votes, but 34 countries
voted against; 20 abstained. The reso-
lution was, therefore, not adopted.

Express Newspapers Building

*1070. Shrimati Renu Chakravarity:
Will the Minister of Works, Housing
and Supply be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Messers
Express Newspapers Ltd, have been
permitted to rent out the premises in
New Delhi as against the terms on

which land was sold on concessional
rates; and

(b) if so, on what basis and what
are the terms of new agreement?

The Deputy Minister of Works,
Housing and Supply (Shri Amil K,
Chanda): (a) and (b). A statement
is laid on the Table of the House.
[See Appendix IV, annexure No. 986.]





