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and (b). According to the report of
the Government of Orissa, the unfav-
ourable trend of rainfall contributed
to continuous dry spell in the State
from first week of October, 1981 on-
wardg causing damage to the standing
crops in some pockets of the State.
However, the State Government re-
perted that the yield rate of early and
medium paddy was normal or near
normal generally in all the districts
of the State but in respect of late
variety of paddy crop loss was ap-
prehended due to continuoug mois-
ture stress. The crop cutting experi-
ments have been completed and the
quantitative damage figures of kharif
cropg was under collection.

(¢) The Government of Orissa have
Evt an gnnual margin money of Rs.
871 lakhs, The State Government n-
timated that the Government are tak-
ing gsteps to provide relief from the
margin money for the present and
that the Government of India would
be approached at the approprijate
timg for Central assistance if neces-
sary.

The Government of India have al-
lotted under the National Rural Em-
ployment Programme, cash assistance
of Rs. 82000 lakhs, including food-
grains allocation of 1400 MTs, during
the year 1981-82. Besides, the Gov-
ernment of Orissy was sanctioned
Rs. 500.00 lakhs a5 short-term loans
(Rs. 300.00 lakhs for Kharif and Rs.
200.00 lakhs for rabi) for purchase
anq distribution of agricultural inputs
to the farmers.

(d) and (e). The State Government
have reported that the following
measures were-taken: —

(i) Maximum number of lift irriga-
tion points were provideq for supply
of water to paddy fields in the affecteg
areas

(iiy Diesel pumps were supplied to
the cultivators. Cross bundg were con-
structey where necessary to provide
'L‘te-s:a.vmg irrigation;
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(iii) Concessiong in the irrigation
rates was sanctioned to the extent of
subsidising 50 per cent of the water
rate and 75 per cent towards higher
charges of the existing rates for use
of diese] pumps.

(iv)y Labour intensive, works were
undertaken out of the National Rural
Employment Programme funds to
provide employment to the cultivators
of the drought affected areas.

(v) Concession for suspension and
remission of collection of cegs has been
allowed. Further benefity of fresh
scheduling and conversiop of short-
term loan ty, the medium term are
being extendeq to the cultivators of
the drought affected villages; and

(vi) provision ig being made for
drinking watey facilitieg in the grought
affecteq areas where water gcarcily is
likely to develop.

As for the steps taken by the Gov-
ment of India please see part (c)
above. Central gassistance ig given
for relief and rehabilitation in the
drought affecteq greas and it does
not cover gompensation for the loss
suffered

Slump in Prices of long staple cotton

3259. SHRI H. N. NANJE GOWDA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
price of long staple cotton has slumped
and is currently ranging much less
than that prevailing during the last
year;

(b) whether it is a also a fact that
situation has further worsened béecause
Government have not announced the
support price by APC;

(c) whether the Cotton Corporation
of India has entered the market and
the amount of procurement made so
far; and

(d) the steps ‘Government are taking
to arrest the fall in price of cotton
and also to ensure that the cultivators
are paid their remunerative price for
their product?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI R.
V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) Yes, Sir.
The priceg of long staple cotton du-
ring the current season as compared
to those prevailing during the last
Year are lower.

(b) No, Sir.

(¢) Yes, Sir. The Corporation has
already started purchases at 171 cen-
fers in all cotton growing States ex-
cept Maharashtra. A statement show-
ing the purchaseg of long staple cotton
and all varieties made by the C.C.I
from different States in attached.

(d) As the prices of kapas started
marking a decline, the Government
advised the C. CI. to enter the
market and start buying operation to
provide market support. On the re-
quest of the Gujarat State Cooperative
Cotton Marketing Federation the Re-
serve Bank of India was requested to
provide financial accommodation to the
federation to step up its purchases of
cotton. The latest available informas
tion indicates that the CCI had pur-
chased kapas equivalent to about 6.71
lakh baleg of cotton wupto 11th March,
1982. In addition, the Maharashira
State Cooperative Marketing Federa-
tion had also purchased kapas equiva-
lent to 11.33 lakh bales of cotton till
2nd March, 1982. Efforts are being
made to improve the off-take of long
staple cotton from the market.

Statement

Purchases of Cotton by the C.C.1. during 1981-82
Cotton Season (u[:to' 11-3-82)

(Bales)

State Long All varijeties
stapple (including

cotton long

staple )
1 2 3
Punjab " - S 173905
Haryana . . - 67102

MARCH 15, 1982
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1 2 3
Rajasthan : o 118927
Gujarat o 62000 74644
Madhya Pradesh. 20000 139497
Andhra Pradesh. 72000 80773
Tamil Nadu . 4850 5103
Karnataka . 8900 10006-
Uttar Pradesh . . 247
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