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Financial AssiStance to Rajasthan for
Development of Desert National Park

7601. SHRI ~ KRISHAN  KUMAR
GOYAL: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to stafe:

(a). whether Govérnment intend to
cxtend financial asslstance to Rajasthan
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for the development -0f :the desért national
park and a research centre on wild-life;

(b) whether any steps have been
taken to preserve flora and fauna found
in the désert;

(¢) whether Government are aware
that the desert wild-life species—the
black huck, Indian Gazette and the great
Indian Bustard are fast vanishing; and

(d) if so, the steps taken to preserve the
same?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN TIIE
MINISTRIES OF AGRICUTURE AND
RURAL DEVELOPENT (SHRI R. V.
SWAMINATHAN): (a) The Desert
National Park in parts of Barmer and
Jaisalmer districts of Rajasthan is already
being assisted under the Desert Develop-
ment  Programme. An outlay of
Rs. 39.54 lakhs was approved ‘luring
1981-82. Expenditure under the pro-
gramme is shared equally between the
Union and the State Governments.

(b) Fauna and flora of the desert
covered under the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972, are getting protection ander
this law. In the Desert National Park
total protection is provided.

(¢) an d(d). These species are in Sche-
dule T of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, and are thus, under full legal pro-
tection. It is nof cOrrect that these
species are fast Vanishing. As a result
of conservation action in recent years.
their numbers appear to be on the
increase.
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Strengthening Community Development
Blocks in States

7603. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
the Minister of RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT bé pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have stressed
the need for strengthening Community
Development Blocks in the States;

(b) if so, what amount Central Gov-
ernment propose to meet the cost for
strengthentng the blocks; and

(c) by“when thls scheme is likely to
be brought about?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(SHRI BALESHWAR RAM): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) S0 per cent of the cost of additional
staff will be met by the Government of
India.

(c) Proposalg for strengthening of
block administration have already been
approved for 11 States|Union Territories.

Targets of Foodgrain Procurement

7604. PROF. NARAIN CHAND
PARASHAR:
SHRI MADHAVRAO
SCINDIA
SHRI T. R. SHAMANNA:

Will the Minister’ of AGRICULTURE
be pleased fo state:

(a) what were fhe targets of pro-
curement of the food grains for thé





