
Shri M u n M a l  Shah: A  p erm an en t 
incu m b en t h as  n o t so f a r  been  
ap p o in ted ; b u t w e a re  in  a  v e ry  g re a t 
sea rch  fo r  a  p e rm an en t d irec to r. As 
soon as we g e t one, w e shall appoint.

Hosiery Industry

*1829. S h ri A Jit S ingh  S arhad i: 
W ill th e  M in ister of C om m erce and  
In d u stry  be p leased  to  sta te :

(a )  w h e th e r i t  is  a  fac t th a t ex port 
of L udh ian a  H osiery  to  South-E ast 
Asian coun tries has decreased  su b stan 
tia lly ; an d

(b ) if so, th e ' reasons fo r such 
decrease?

T he M inister of In d u stry  (S h ri 
M annbhai S h a h ): (a ) I t  is no t possible 
to  assess th e  tren d  in ex p o rt of 
L u d h ian a  H osiery to  an y  destination  
because th e  b u lk  of th e  H osiery 
ex p orted  from  th is c ity  is sen t by  
post parce l a n d  no figures of such 
ex p o rts a re  read ily  available.

(b ) Does no t arise.

S h ri D am ani: W hat is th e  to ta l
ex p o rt of hosiery  goods d u rin g  1957- 
58 an d  w h a t special efforts a re  being 
tak e n  to  augm en t its export?

S h ri M annbhai Shah: In  1955, it  w as 
ab o u t 44 lak h s an d  in  1956 it w as 
ab o u t 45'44 lakhs. I t  is s ligh tly  on 
th e  decline  d u rin g  th e  c u rre n t year. 
T herefo re , we a re  try in g  to  tak e  
fu r th e r  steps a n d  to  find o u t w h e th er 
it  could  be au gm en ted  o r a t  least 
m a in ta in ed  a t a s ta tio n a ry  level.

S h ri H em  R aj: T he hon. M in ister 
has to ld  us th a t  th e re  a re  no  figures 
av a ilab le  so fa r  as th e  hosiery  indus
t r y  in  P u n ja b  is concerned. M ay I 
kn o w  w h e th e r  a t  lea s t in  fu tu re  the  
figures w ill be  k e p t so th a t  w e could 
h av e  th e  s ta tis tics  fo r  h e lp in g  the 
e x p o rt som etim e o r  o ther?

Shri Mannbhai Shah: I t  is ve ry
difficult to  k e ep  figures S ta te -w ise  and  
c ity -w ise  in  such  a  b ig  co u n try  as

Ind ia, b u t i t  is o u r endeavour to  see 
th a t  w henever w e find th a t  a  p a r t i 
cu la r  a rea  o r a p a rticu la r  p lace  is 
suffering, a local study  is m ade. B ut 
no p e rm an en t a rran g em en t a t  th is 
stage can be m ade.

S h ri L ilad h ar K otoki: The hon.
M inister said th a t th e re  is no figure 
Kept sep ara te ly  fo r d ifferent indus
trie s  ju s t  like  th e  P u n jab  hosiery  
industry . M ay I know  th en  w h a t is 
th e  basis of assessing th e  to ta l export 
of hosiery  goods from  th is country?

Shri M anubhai Shah : I have  given 
th e  to ta l ex p o rt figure. T hey a re  
alw ays recorded  in  the  books, in  con
nection  w ith  th e  m ain tenance  of th e  
ex p o rt licences, an d  w h a t they  have 
re leased  u p  to  a period. B u t w hen  it 
comes to a p a rticu la r  tow n o r a p a rti
cu la r city, i t  becom es very  difficult.

P a n d it J . P . Jy o tish i: M ay I know  
w h e th er G overnm en t have investiga ted  
in to  th e  causes of th e  sho rtfa ll in  
th e  export?

S h ri M annbhai Shah : Yes, Sir. The 
causes have  been  w ell know n. T here  
are  now  com petitive m ark e ts  e lse
w here. Those countries in  South-E ast 
Asia w hich  w ere  im porting  hosiery  
from  us have  also s ta rted  th e ir  ow n 
industry , an d  it is a comm on pheno
m ena in a ll consum er goods. T h a t is 
w hy  we have  to be constan tly  on th e  
a le rt.

M r. S peaker: Sh ri P. B. B anerji.
Absent.

S h ri P . B. B anerji: I am  p u ttin g  the 
question, Sir.

M r. S peaker: The hon. M em bers
w ill speak loudly. Som etim es, hon. 
M em bers get up  and th e ir voices, as 
though like lightning, d rop  down 
suddenly. T hey do not p u t the  ques
tion audibly. Therefore, I have  to 
look ro und  th is side and  th a t side to  
find out w h e th er th e  question  has been 
p u t o r not.
H industan  A ntibiotics (P riv a te ) L td.

*1830. Sh ri P. B. B anerji; W ill the  
M in ister of Com m erce a n d  In d u stry  be 
p leased  to  re fe r  to  th e  rep ly  given to
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U n sta rred  Q uestion  No. 521 on th e  
24th F eb ru a ry , 1958 and  s ta te  w h a t 
a re  th e  difficulties of G overnm en t in  
v ia llin g  an d  m ark e tin g  P en icillin  
them selves in stead  of engaging p r i 
v a te  Arms fo r th e  purpose?

T h e  'M in ister of In d u stry  (S h ri 
M anubhai S h a h ): T he p re sen t v ia lling  
capacity  of H industan  A ntib io tics 
(P r iv a te )  L im ited  is only  ab ou t 8 
m illion  m ega u n its of pen ic illin  against 
a to ta l production  of s ligh tly  over 21 
m illion  m ega units o f  finished p en i
cillin . S teps have  been  tak en  to  
in crease  th is v ialling  capacity  by 
a n o th e r 8 m illion  m ega u n its  by th e  
in sta lla tio n  of a  new  fu lly  au tom atic  
p la n t w hich  is expected  to  be 
rece ived  d u rin g  th e  c u rre n t financial 
year. Pen icillin  is also being given 
to  o th e r b o ttle rs, wTio have  been 
im p orting  penic illin  h itherto , fo r 
v ia llin g  and  m arke ting .

S h ri P . B. B an erji: M ay I know
w h e th e r th e  p rice  a t  w hich penicillin  
is sold to  the  consum ers has been 
fixed by th e  G overnm ent?

S h ri M anubhai S hah : Yes, S ir as
fa r  as ou r pen icillin  sales a re  co n 
cerned.

S h ri Joach im  A lva: Is i t  tru e  th a t 
a  p a r t  of th e  w hole of th is fac to ry  is 
going to be  h anded  over to a fo reign  
firm  fo r the  m an u fac tu re  of s tre p to 
m ycin?

S h ri M anubhai S hah : No, S ir. If I 
m ay  say  so, th e re  is a sligh t m isu n d er
s tan d in g  in  th e  m in i  of th e  hon. 
M em ber. N othing is going to be 
h an d ed  over to  anybody. B u t we are  
going to  ex p an d  th e  fac to ry  in  th e  
pub lic  sec to r fo r th e  m an u fac tu re  of 
s trep tom ycin  an d  d eh ydro  s tre p to 
m ycin  fo r w h ich  an  ag reem en t fo r 
technical o r 'lab o ra tio n  has been 
en te red  in to  ith  an  A m erican  firm  
of M erk. Sh; p an d  D ahom e.

S h ri Joach>^n A lva: Is it  n o t causing  
g rave  concern  to  the  in te res ts  of a 
p u re  In d ian  p ro d uction  if  w e a re  
h an d in g  over th e  w o rk  to  a fo reign  
firm .
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S h ri M anubhai S h ah : A gain  h e  ia
rep ea tin g  th e  sam e th ing. T h ere  js  
no h 'ind ing  over a t all. T he question  
is one of expand ing  th e  capacity  an d  
d iversify ing  production . T here  is no 
indigenous p roduction  of s trep to 
m ycin in  th e  coun try  a t all.

Shri N. R. M unisam y: M ay I know
w h en  our co u n try  w ill becom e self- 
supp o rtin g  and  w h a t is the  am o u n t of 
foreign  exchange savings thereby?

Shri M anubhai Shah : B y 1960, we 
hope the  strep tom ycin  production  w ill 
begin. O u r req u irem en ts  of s tre p to 
m ycin a re  expected  ab ou t 45,000 k ilo 
gram m es, as estim a ted  today, an d  th a t 
w ill be fu lly  m et.

Shri N. R. M unisam y: W hat is th e  
saving in fo reign  exchange?

Shri M anubhai Shah : T he saving
w ill be about Rs. 3J cro res p e r annum .
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