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position explained in reply to part
(a) this question has not arisen
before them.

Pollution of Coastal Areas by
Mechanised Boats

6772. SHRI XAVIER ARAKAL :
Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be please | to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that
mechanised fishing boats  are
polluting the coastal areas and
causing damage to the fish growth;
and

(b) how many mechanised fishing
boats are in India and measures
taken to prevent the coastal areas
from pollution?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINIS1RIES OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI R. V. SWAMINA-
THAN) : (a) Available scientific
data do not subscribe to the fact
that mechanised fishing boats are
polluting the coastal areas and
causing damage to the fish growth.

(b) There are about 16,970
mechanised fishing boats in India.
The question of taking measures to
prevent the coastal areas from
pollution by the mechanised boats
does not arise in view of (a) above.
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