215 Weritten Answers

Off take of Foodgrains from
Central Pool

1267. SHRICHITTA BASU: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
off take of foodgrains from the
Central Pool declined in 1981
compared to that of previous year;
and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRIES OF AGRI-
CULTURE AND RURAL DEVE-
LOPMENT (SHRI R.V. SWAMI-
NATHAN) : (a) Yes, Sir. The
off take from the Central Pool was
about 11.85 million tonnes in 1981
as against 13.87 million tonnes in
1980.

(b) The scarcity and drought
conditions during July, 1979-June,
1980 resulted in fall in production
and consequently increased pressure
on public distribution system. With
increase in production during both
Kharif and Rabi in 1980-81 the open
market availability was better, result-
ing inlower off take in some States.

Production of Sugar

1268. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR :
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state whether itis a
fact that the production of sugar in
the country has crossed the 18 lakh
tonnes matrk in the first three months
of the sugar year 1981-82 beginning
October, 1981 marking an increase
of 4 lakh tonnes over the correspond-
ing period in 1980-81 ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRIES OF AGRI-.
CULTURE AND RURAL DEVE-
LOPMENT (SHRI R. V. SWAMI.
NATHAN) : Yes, 8ir, The sugar
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production in the first three months
of the sugar year 1981-82, that is,
upto 31st December, 1981 was 18.02
lakh tonnes as against the production
of 13.99 lakh tonnes during the
corresponding period of 1980-81
sugar year, showing an increase of
about 4.03 lakh tonnes.
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