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947. 81iri Madhusudan Rao: Will 

the Minuter of Pood and Agricul
ture be pleased to state:

(a) the total quantity of rice which 
Government purchased in Andhra 
Pradesh during 1957;

(b) the stock it propose to buy in 
1958; and

(c) the rate of purchase7
The Deputy Minister of Food and 

Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas): (a)
About 78,900 tons

(b) There is no fixed target The 
volume of purchase will depend on 
various factors, such as production of 
rice during the coming months, net 
surplus of the Southern Zone, the 
trend of prevailing prices of rice 
within the Zone, etc

(c) It is presumed that the hon’ble 
member desires to know the purchase 
prices A statement giving the desir
ed information is attached ISee Ap
pendix IV, annexure No 71]

Death of a Railway Gateman

948. Shri Vajpayee: Will the Minis
ter of Railways be pleased to state

(a) whether the enquiry into the 
causes of death of a Railway gate
man while he was on his duty at 
Ghaziabad on the 19th December, 
1957, has been completed, and

(b) if so, what are the findings of 
the inquiry Committee and the Gov
ernment’s reaction thereon’

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes

(b) Shri Jodha Ram, gateman was 
knocked down by the Up Dehra Dun 
Express on 19-12-57 in trying to save 
the life of a child For this act of 
outstanding gallantry, the Railway 
administration have sanctioned a cash 
reward of Rs. 1,000 The Administra
tion is also considering what other 
steps can be taken to assist the 
family of the deceased.
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Shipping service on the West Coast 
of India

950. Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Will 
the Minister of Transport and Com
munications be pleased to state.

(a) whether it is a fact that a new 
shipping company has been establish
ed with headquarters in Bombay to 
operate service on the West Coast of 
India;

(b) if so, who are the sponsors of 
this company; and

(c) what is their authorized 
capital?




