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Sugar Mills

3232. Shri Daljit Singh: Will the
5 Minister of Food and Agriculture be

pleased to state:

(a) the estimated number of em-
ployees in the sugar mills in India and 
the capital invested during 1957-58; 
and

(b) the annual capacity of sugar 
production in each sugar mill?

j  The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a) The num-
ber of employees in the sugar mills in 
India is about 1.82 lakhs and the 
capital invested in the industry is 
about Es. 110.33 crores.

(b) A  statement giving the re-
quired information is placed on the 
Table of Lok Sabha. [See Appendix 
VIII, annexure No. 115.]

Betel Vines

3E33. Shri E. V. K. Sampath: Will 
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
that a devastating disease had been 
causing ruin to the betel vines in the 
Madras State, especially in Velur, 
Pothanur, Pandamangalam areas of 
Salem District; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to combat
it?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a) Yes. The
disease known as wilt has been pre-
valent in many parts of the Madras 
State, particularly the Salem district 
of that State.

(b) From January, 1957 up to the 
end of February, 1958, a total crop 
area of about 381 acres has been
sprayed with chemicals in the Dis-
tricts of Salem, Coimbatore, Tanjore, 
Tiruchirrapalli, and South Arcot with 
a view to combating the disease. This 
has been done through the efforts of 
the Plant Protection Organisation of 
the State Government.

Apart from this, the Indian Coun-
cil o f Agricultural Research are also 
financing a scheme for investigation 
of the wilt disease of betel vines and 
for evolving methods to control the 
disease.
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