10og Written Answers

(d) and (e). This Project has
been  approved in the Budget for
1981-82 and land acquisition proceed-
ings are in ~prqrcss. The matter is
being vigorously persued with the
Madhya Pradesh State Government
and the Bhopal Development Autho-
Tity.

Bookstalls at Stations

5431. SHRI SURYA NARAIN
SINGH : Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS Dbe pleased to state :

(a) whether it is not a fact that
a large number of bookstalls on
big and medium <t-tions are con-
trolled by two major private firms
and thus there is no chance for
unemployed graduates for employ-
ment ;

(b) whether it is not a fact that
if new plarform is constructed after
1-1-76 and the Bookstall is awarded
to an Assaciation/Partnership of
Unemployed Graduates, then itis
not possible for all the members to
earn their livelihood on only one
platform ; and

(c) whether it is a fact that the
Ministry of Railways do not take
interest to encourage the groups of
Unembployed Graduates by awarding
Bookstalls to each member on each
platform; if not what are the
reasons ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRIES OF RAIL-
WAYS, EDUCATION AND
SOCIAL WELFARE AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PAR-
LIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN) : (a) The three
major  bookstall contractors, viz.
M;s. A.H. Wheeler & Co. (Pvt.) Ltd.,
M;s Higvinbotham (Pvt.) Ltd.,
and M;s Gulab Singh & Sons (Pvt.)
Ltd., are holding hookstalls at certain
stations allotted to them, as per the
policy then existing of allotting
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bookstalls to the established and
reputed  booksellers, long before
the formation of the scheme for
Rrture allotments of bookstalls to the
unemployed graduates and their
organisations. ‘

(b) Bookstalls are provided at
statjons only if there is a demand
tor sale of books, magazines, etc. and
the proposal is commercially viable
for running bookstalls by ccntrac-
tors.

(c) All  fu'ure allotments of
hookstalls are exclusively reserved
for individual unemployed gradu-
ates, their Partnerships/Associations/
Cooperatives and Cooperatives of
actual  workersfvendors  already
attached to hoostalls on the Rail-
ways. In cowse of last few years,
these categories have been allgtted
bookstalls at 159 stations and allot-
ments of further bhookstalls at abhout
100 additional stations are being
processed. To encourage the uyr-
employed graduates to run these
contracts successfully, only nominal
rate of rent and licence fee is re-
covered. The State Bank of India
and State Bank of Hyderabad have
also agreed on a proposal from this
Ministry to advance suitable loans
to the unemployed graduates.

Individual members of Partner-
ship-/Associations/Cooperatives have
no separate entity for the purpose
of allotments of bookstalls.
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