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Foreign Loan

4608. SHRI PALAS BARMAN : 
Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to state :

(a) the amount of foreign loan 
taken by India since Independence;

(b) the interest charged by the 
lending countries;

(c) the amount of money paid by 
India since Independence as interest 
only to other countries; and

(d) the amount of loan being 
sought from other countries and the 
amount of loan obtained during last 
year?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN) :
(a) The amount of foreign loans 
taken by India since independence 
and upto 31st March, 1981 was Rs. 
20192.9 crores.

(b) The interest charges vary from 
country to country and from agree-
ment to agreement. However, these 
are in the range of 0.5% to 9.85% 
per annum.

(c) The amount of interest paid 
by Tndia since independence to 
foreign countries is Rs. 3398.2 
crores.

(d) Loan amounts are not sought 
as such from other countries. How-
ever, bilateral aid negotiations are 
held from time to time with other 
countries and the quantum of aid as 
well as the form i. e. loans and grants, 
in which it would be made available 
is known only after completion of 
these discussions. The total amount 
of Joans received during 1980-81 was 
Rs. 1768.5 crores.

Hazard to Environment and Public 
Health Caused by Processing of 

Lead, Zinc and other Metals

4609. SHRI K. MALLANNA : 
Will the Minister of STEEL AND 
MINES be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are 
aware of the hazards to environ-
ment and public health caused by 
the processing of lead, zinc and 
other metals ; and
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